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The Mission of Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission  

“To provide a sustainable system of parks, trails, programs, amenities, and services which create 

memorable experiences and a sense of place, contributes to the economic value of the Township and 

preserves the historical and natural heritage of the landscapes for existing and future generations.”  

 

What is the purpose of the proposed Parks and Recreation Millage renewal? 

 

To continue to operate, maintain and improve Oakland Township parks and facilities, including the 

Township’s section of the Paint Creek Trail, as well as acquiring new parkland and offering park programs.  

The majority of the .7307 of one mill renewal will be used by the Oakland Township Parks and Recreation 

Commission (OTPRC) to meet current parks and recreation obligations which include: 

 

Continued maintenance and safety on the 5.3 miles of Paint Creek 

Trail in Oakland Township. 

 

Maintaining Oakland Township parks and facilities previously 

acquired with Parks and Recreation Millage monies or through 

landowner donation, totaling more than 650 acres, including Bear 

Creek Nature Park, Blue Heron Environmental Area, Charles Ilsley 

Park, Cranberry  Lake Park, Gallagher Creek Park, Lost Lake Nature Park, Marsh View Park, and Mill 

Race Trail, as well as supplementing the maintenance of lands acquired using Land Preservation Millage 

monies.   

 

Providing programs for a variety of ages, abilities and interests including nature appreciation, 

environmental education, fitness and wellness, outdoor adventure, and lifetime sports. 

 

Hosting community events including the 

‘Music in the Meadows’ summer concert 

series, Goodison Good Tyme fall 

festival, and our Winter Carnival at 

Marsh View Park. 
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Purpose of the proposed Parks and Recreation Millage Renewal Continued: 

 

The remainder of the .7307 renewal not used for current obligations will be used by the OTPRC to help provide 

additional benefits such as those identified in the Parks and Recreation Five-year Plan. 

The types of benefits that may be provided include: 

 

15-year replacement of Paint Creek Trail limestone surfacing. 

 

Replacement of Paint Creek Trail pedestrian bridge 33.7, between Dutton and 

Silverbell Roads. 

 

Paint Creek Trail parking and trailhead facility near the Adams Road trail 

intersection. 

 

Rest station improvements at Bear Creek Nature Park, Lost Lake Nature Park, and Marsh View Park. 
 

Improved trails and parking areas at Cranberry Lake Park and Charles Ilsley 

Park. 
 

Playground, sports courts, picnic area, trail 

expansion, and adventure course at Marsh 

View Park. 
 

Acquire additional park land including 

adjoining lots of existing parks or individual 

large parcels. 

 

How will the Parks and Recreation ballot question be worded? 

 

Shall the Charter Township of Oakland be  authorized to renew the current levy of .7307 of one mill for a period 

of ten (10) years beginning with the December 2017 levy for the purpose of providing funds to be used for the 

support of the Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission for acquisition, maintenance, operation, 

improvement and management of Township parks, recreation areas, facilities, programs, recreation, and 

services.  Approval of this proposal would renew the tax limitation levy of .7307 mills on all taxable property in 

the Township.  Approval of this proposal would authorize the levy of approximately $0.7307 cents per $1,000 

of taxable property in the Township. It is estimated that this proposal would result in the authorization to collect 

up to $945,418.01 in the first year if approved and levied.  

Why is renewal of the Parks and Recreation Millage on the ballot this year? 

 

The .75 mill levy which was approved in 2006 for a ten-year period will no 

longer be in effect after 2016. 

 

Why is the requested .7307 renewal levy less than the .75 levy approved in 

2006? 

 

Since 2006, the .75 mill levy was rolled back by the Headlee Amendment 

to .7307 of one mill. 

 

Continued on page 7 
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What will happen if the Parks and Recreation Millage is not renewed? 

 

If the millage is not renewed, funds currently used for the maintenance and improvement of Oakland Township 

Parks and the Paint Creek Trail and for the support of Parks and Recreation staff and Paint Creek Trail staff/

security patrols would no longer be available.  The Township may not be able to find alternative sources of 

funding for these programs and improvements. 

 

Which Township entity would manage the Parks and Recreation Millage 

funds? 

 

The OTPRC, having existed for more than 40 years, would continue to manage 

these monies.  They currently manage fourteen Oakland Township parks, 

including natural areas acquired with Land Preservation Millage funds, as well as managing the Oakland 

Township section of the Paint Creek Trail.  The OTPRC employs a combination of full-time, part-time and 

seasonal staff to meet operational and programming needs. 

 

Since 2006 what has been accomplished using Parks and Recreation Millage funds? 

 

Provided matching funds to obtain $293,300 Michigan Natural Resources Trust 

Fund Grant for Marsh View Park recreation facility improvements including 

athletic fields, archery range, basketball court, pathways, parking lot, picnic 

facilities, rest stations and native plantings which were completed in 2010.  

 

Provided matching funds to obtain $154,900 Michigan Natural Resources Trust 

Fund Grant for Lost Lake Nature Park improvements including nature  center, 

improved lake access, pathways, outdoor learning stations, picnic areas, enlarged parking area, rest stations and 

native plantings which were completed in 2012.  
 

Added trailhead, boardwalks, pedestrian bridge, and picnic facilities to Cranberry Lake 

Park between 2009 and 2013. 
 

Purchased property adjacent to Marsh View Park in 2012 to provide area for expansion of 

archery range, increasing amount of vehicular parking, and addition of future recreation 

facilities. 
 

Opened kayak rental at Lost Lake Nature Park and ice rink at Marsh View Park in 2015. 
 

Purchased 2.3 acres adjacent to Paint Creek Trail to provide 

additional vehicular parking. 
 

Increased number and scope of programs offered; expanding nature appreciation and  

environmental study programs and adding lifetime sports and outdoor fitness programs 

including archery, kayaking, fishing, soccer, ice skating, tai chi, yoga, and running clinics.  

 

Started hosting Rochester Community Schools field trips for second and third grade 

students at Lost Lake Nature Park’s new nature center and facilities.  Offered free events to 

the community for more than 10 years including our ‘Music in the Meadows’ summer concert series, Goodison 

Good Tyme fall festival at Bear Creek Nature Park  and our Winter Carnival. 

Continued from page 2 
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Will voting ‘yes’ on this millage renewal increase taxes? 

 

No — a ‘yes’ vote would renew the .7307of one mill.  The annual roll-back required by 

the Headlee Amendment would continue after the approval of this millage renewal. 

 

If approved, what would the millage renewal cost property owners, starting in 2017? 

 

$100,000 home:  Taxable Value $50,000 = $36.54/year or $3.04/month 

$250,000 home:  Taxable Value $125,000 = $91.34/year or $7.61/month 

$500,000 home:  Taxable Value $250,000 = $182.68/year or $15.22/month 

 

How much funding would this millage renewal provide over the 10-year period? 

 

The renewal millage would raise more than $11 million and enable the Township to 

pursue matching grants and donations that could increase funds available for park 

improvements and acquisitions.  Since 1999 the Parks and Recreation Commission has 

been successful in obtaining grants totaling more than 5 million dollars.  Recent grants 

totaling approximately $450,000 helped fund the 

2010 addition of Marsh View Park’s archery 

range and athletic fields and the 2013 addition of 

Lost Lake Nature Park’s nature center and improved lake access. 

 

Where can I learn about Oakland Township parks and this proposed 

millage renewal? 

 

The Parks and Recreation page of the Oakland Township website, www.oaklandtownship.org, contains maps 

and descriptions for each Township park, descriptions of our most current program offerings, advertisements of 

upcoming community events, volunteer opportunities, and an online version of our most current newsletter. 

 

The 2015 – 2019 Parks, Recreation and Land Preservation Plan, is also available on the Parks and Recreation 

page of the Township website under the subheading ‘Newsletters and Publications’. This plan, which is updated 

every five years, includes descriptions of Township park lands and facilities, preferences of residents which 

were gathered from surveys and public meetings, assessment of park system needs, park concept plans and a 

five-year action plan to meet the residents’  desires and needs, showing new park improvements and recreation 

facilities. 
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