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The Mission of Oakland Township 

Parks and Recreation Commission is 

to provide a sustainable system of 

parks, trails, programs, amenities, and 

services which create memorable 

experiences and a sense of place, 
contributes to the economic value of 

the Township and preserves the 

historical and natural heritage of the 

landscapes for existing and future 

generations. 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission Newsletter  

Fall 2014 

Special points of interest: 
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 Nature Programs 

 Archery Programs 

 Kayaking & Yoga 

 Cranberry Lake Farm 

 Stewardship 
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  If you wish to have an enduring impact on our community and want to 

express your opinions– we are looking for you!  Your input will help to shape 

our Township’s 2015 – 2019 Parks, Recreation, and Land Preservation Master 

Plan.  The chance to make a difference is fast approaching!  Will you be ready 

when the planning efforts start this autumn?  Here’s some recommendations 

on how to have fun while you start preparing: 

Your Opinions are Important to the 2015 – 2019 

Parks, Recreation, & Land Preservation 

Master Plan! 

 Visit your Township parks!  As a 

resident, you own a fantastic system 

of natural areas and recreation 

facilities.  Register for organized 

park activities or use the park maps 

available on the Township website 

to create self-guided tours. 

 Participate in your park 

programs!   Choose from nature 

programs, archery classes, kayaking, 

concerts, seasonal festivals, and 

more! Join a volunteer workday at 

your park prairies, wetlands, 

waterways and woods! 

 Brainstorm with your family, 

neighbors and friends!   Discuss 

what you like, what you would 

change, and what your vision is for 

your parks, natural areas, recreation 

facilities and programs.   

Township Residents at 2010 – 2014 

Master Plan Open House 

Goodison Good Tyme 2012 

Goodison Good Tyme 
Saturday, September 20, 2014   11 am—3 pm   FREE EVENTS!  

Join us for this fun annual event! Returning favorites include balloon 

artist, face painters, archery shoot, t-shirt stenciling, and more!                               

See page 3. 

 Take advantage of opportuni-

ties to share your ideas!  

Please watch for invitations to  

participate in focus groups, 

opinion surveys, and public 

meetings! 
(continued on page 14) 
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What’s New In The Parks 

New Stewardship Blog! 

Announcing the launch of our new natural areas 

stewardship blog, the Natural Areas Notebook to 

better communicate with you!  The Natural Areas 

Notebook, will let you know what we’ve been 

doing and the cool things we’ve seen!  Check back 

often to follow stewardship work, see what’s 

flowering in the parks, and find out about the latest 

volunteer opportunities!  Find this and much more 

at oaklandnaturalareas.com. 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Grant 

Jumpstarts Prairie Restoration 

Prairie will bounce back in Oakland Township! We will 

receive $15,200 from the US Fish and Wildlife Service 

to restore 18 acres of old farm fields at Charles Ilsley 

Park and 20 acres at Draper Twin Lake Park to native 

prairie and oak barrens. Before European settlement in 

the 1800s, prairie and oak barrens covered about 67% of 

Oakland Township, making our township a special area 

in Michigan.  Oak barrens have widely spaced black and 

white oaks, with prairie plants in open, sunny areas and 

woodland plants in partially shaded areas.  As Oakland 

Township was developed, nearly all of our oak barrens 

and prairies were lost as the tree canopy closed and 

shaded out the prairie plants. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Addition of Parking Lot at Marsh View Park Moves Forward 

  Marsh View Park (MVP) contains soccer fields, an archery range and a basketball 

court.  Increased use of these facilities has overburdened the existing central 

parking area.  After significant review and comment, the Parks and Recreation 

Commission (PRC) approved of moving forward with a plan for a 70-space parking 

lot and trail, which they wish to construct in 2015. 

  The Parks and Recreation Commission recently awarded the contract for the 

parking lot and walkway site plan design to The Johnson Hill and Land Ethics 

Studio (JHLE).  This local landscape architecture and planning firm emphasizes the 

preservation of natural resources and community character.  In 2002 JHLE 

designed and supervised the construction of the Township’s successful and well-

liked recreation amenities at Bear Creek Nature Park. 

New Series of Backyard Bird Watching Programs! 

Saturdays:  November 22, 2014, February 14, 2015, April 25, 2015 

Come learn about all aspects of bird watching during our 3-season se-

ries!  Classes will teach how to build bird feeders in the fall, how to 

use binoculars and field guides during the winter, and conclude with 

bird watching in the spring!  Led by Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve 

naturalists.   Adults 12+  

Residents:  $5/class; Non-residents:  $7/class. 

See page 5 for registration information. 

Scan  to link to our new 

Natural Areas blog! 

Bobolink photo by Marv Elliott 26May2013; 

CC BY-NC 3.0;  

No changes were made to the image 

Natural Areas Stewardship 

Programming 

Improvements 
October 2013 Marsh View Park 

Phase 1 Parking Concept Plan 

NEW! 

Kayak Rentals 

Page 7 
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Sponsored by Oakland Township Parks & Recreation Commission 

Free admission, nominal fee for some services. 

 

Goodison Good Tyme! 

September 20, 2014 

11am - 3pm 
Bear Creek Nature Park 

740 West Snell Road 

Join us for this GREAT annual event! 
Free Admission! 

 

CRAFTS 

Stencil A Nature T-Shirt 
 

MUSIC 

Live Music 
 

FUN 

Face Painters    Balloon Artist 
 

ACTIVITIES 

Rock Wall Adventure 

Carnival Games 

Archery Shoot 

 

COMMUNITY 

Historical Displays  and Crafts 

Bake Sale 

Music! Crafts! 
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Explore nature with Oakland Township Parks and Recreation 

Fall 2014 Nature Programs 

Resident registration open NOW, non–resident begins two weeks before the registration deadline of each pro-

gram. Registration is required. We accept cash, check, MasterCard, Discover & American Express. Or mail 

a check to: 4393 Collins Rd., Rochester, MI 48306.  

Our office is at the Paint Creek Cider Mill Bldg., 4480 Orion Rd, 2nd floor, Oakland Township, 

8am-4:30pm. Call 248-651-7810 for more information. 
Programs led by Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve naturalists, unless otherwise specified. 

Skull Hunt-Afterschool Nature Nuts 

K-5th grades 

Thursday, October 9th,     4:30-6pm 

Lost Lake Nature Center 

846 Lost Lake Trail 

 

What’s more fun than an old fashioned skull hunt? 

Grab a flashlight and head out into the woods and 

other habitats at Lost Lake and search for the 

skulls of the animals that would have lived there. 

We’ll examine the skulls close up to learn about all 

the secrets hidden in plain sight...from how old the 

animal was, to what it ate, where it lived and even 

how it died. 

Residents:  $5    Non-residents:  $7 

Register by:  October 2nd 

Geocache and Scavenger Hunt 

Family All Ages 

Saturday, November 8th,     2-4pm 

Cranberry Lake Park 

388 West Predmore Road 

Geocaching is a surprisingly fun global scavenger hunt 

where people hide caches (think treasure chests anywhere 

from the size of a capsule to a shoe box) and provide clues 

to the location. Join us to learn about the basic tools and 

strategies you will need to get started uncovering hidden 

treasures that may be closer than you think. We’ll use our 

newly acquired skills to track down some tasty treasures 

and end up making S’mores around the campfire (if we 

manage to find all of our caches that is)! Learn how to use 

a GPS unit. Bring your smart phone if you have one and 

we’ll teach you how to use it for Geocaching. 

Residents:  $5    Non-residents:  $7 

Register by:  October 31st 

Spooktacular Seeds 

Pre-school Park Pals 3-5yr olds 

Tuesday, October 21st,     11am-12:30pm 

Bear Creek Nature Park 

740 West Snell Road 

♫They’re creepy and they’re spooky 

and they grow in floral beauty. 

Join us before dark 

at Bear Creek Nature Park. 

We’ll pluck seeds out of a pumpkin 

and turn them into something. 

A festive work of art 

at Bear Creek Nature Park. 

We’ll have plenty left for snacking 

so lunch does not need packing. 

Gobble them up like a shark 

at Bear Creek Nature Park!♫ 

Learn how seeds travel and take a walk to collect seeds for 

a fun seed craft, have a seedy snack. 

Residents:  $5    Non-residents:  $7 

Register by: October 14th 

Fall Mushrooms of Michigan 

Adults 18+ 

Sunday, August 24th,     2-4pm 

Lost Lake Nature Center 

846 Lost Lake Trail 

Take a tour of the amazing world of mushrooms. 

We will learn about where they grow and how they 

grow while inspecting numerous samples up close. 

Discover the many types of mushrooms in 

Michigan in this unique and very hands-on 

program from mushroom expert, Education Chair 

of the North American Mycological Association, 

and Michigan Mushroom Hunters Club member, 

Sandy Sheine. We'll take a walk to search (no 

picking) for mushrooms in the park too! There is 

no substitute for the excellent opportunity of doing 

a mushroom hunt with a true mushroom expert! 

Residents:  $3    Non-residents:  $5 

Register by:  August 18th 
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Fall - Attracting Birds to Your Feeder 

Saturday, November 22, 2014     10am-12pm 

Lost Lake Nature Center,  846 Lost Lake Trail 

Is your bird feeder not drawing in the avian attendees that you expected it to? Don’t worry, it’s 

probably not you! There are numerous factors that people don’t often consider when hanging a 

feeder; learn what tips and tricks the experts use to make your birdfeeder the chirp of the town. 

We’ll even put together our own birdfeeders to take home. 

Residents:  $5    Non-residents:  $7 

Register by:  November 14th 
 

Winter - Learn How to Bird Watch 

Dates and times to be determined  in early 2015 

Cranberry Lake Park, 388 West Predmore Road 

Once you have birds visiting your feeder,  you’ll surely want to know what types of birds they 

are! Join us for a whirlwind tour of the wonderful world of binoculars, field guides, calls, etc. 

We’ll learn the basics of how birds are classified, how field guides are organized and even learn the basics of 

birding terminology so that we can easily figure out the identity of all our feathered friends. 

Residents:  $5    Non-residents:  $7 

Register by:  February 6th 
 

Spring - Outdoor Bird Watch 

Dates and times to be determined in early 2015 

Charles Ilsley Park, 1479 East Predmore Road 

With the weather warming up the migrating birds are returning from their winter homes and turning the skies 

into a bird watching extravaganza. Spring is one of the best times for bird watching before the leaves obscure 

our view of the sky. Join us as we look, listen and explore the world of birds. 

Residents:  $5    Non-residents:  $7 

Register by:  April 17th 

 NEW!  Free Program! 

Adventure League Hike 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 at 6pm-8pm 

Cranberry Lake Park, 388 West Predmore Road 

In collaboration with the Six Rivers Land Conservancy and Dinosaur Hill Nature 

Preserve we are happy to announce a Six Rivers Adventure League fall hike at our 

very own Cranberry Lake Park!  Join this all ages group of adventurers as we explore 

the high-quality natural areas of Cranberry Lake Park with interpretation by a Dinosaur 

Hill naturalist.  The showy goldenrod in the northern meadows is sure to be spectacular! 

 

  Registration details are available by contacting the Six Rivers office at 248-601-2816         

 or visiting their website at www.sixriversrlc.org. 

Backyard Bird Watching Series - Adults 12+ 
Please wear appropriate seasonal attire and footwear. 

Backyard Bird Watching Series - Adults 12+ 
Please wear appropriate seasonal attire and footwear. 

Backyard Bird Watching Series - Adults 12+ 
Please wear appropriate seasonal attire and footwear. 

http://www.sixriversrlc.org
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INTERMEDIATE ARCHERY 

ALL AGES  (Ages 8 - Adult) 

This class is for archers who have taken Beginning 

Archery and archers with some experience. Focus will 

be on improving your archery form and accuracy. All 

equipment provided or archers may use their own 

equipment. No crossbows.  Rain or Shine!  5 week 

class.  Min 10/Max 20 per class. 

Residents: $60 Non-Resident fee: $77 

Saturdays 9/6/14 - 10/4/14 10:00 - 11:30am 

Sundays  9/7/14 - 10/5/14 4:00  -  5:30pm 

Oakland Township  Parks and Recreation 

Fall 2014 Archery Offerings 

Resident registration open NOW. Non-resident begins August 18.  Deadline for paid registration is August 29. 

USA Archery certified instructors.  To register call 248-651-7810, visit us at 4480 Orion Road, Oakland Town-

ship, M-F 8am-4:30pm or email at dgallo@oaklandtownship.org. Marsh View Park Archery Range, 3100 Clark-

ston Road, Oakland, MI 48363. (NW corner of Clarkston & Adams Roads.)  The archery range includes 10 uni-

versally accessible shooting lanes as well as a universally accessible observation and staging area. 

OPEN RANGE SHOOT 

ALL AGES (Ages 8 - Adult) Free to the public. 

No registration required! Drop-in opportunity to prac-

tice archery skills! Prior archery experience necessary.  

No instruction provided.  Monitored by a safety offi-

cer. Bring your own equipment or use ours on first 

come-first serve basis. No broadhead or crossbows 

allowed.  Rain or Shine!  Children between 8 and 17 

years of age must be accompanied by an adult. 

Fridays     9/5/14, 9/12/14, 9/19/14, 9/26/14, 10/3/14 

     4:45 - 5:45pm 

Saturdays  9/6/14, 9/13/14, 9/20/14, 9/27/14, 10/4/14 

      11:45am - 12:45pm 

Sundays  9/7/14, 9/14/14, 9/21/14, 9/28/14,  10/5/14 

     1:00 - 2:00pm 

BEGINNING ARCHERY 

ALL AGES  (Ages 8 - Adult) 

Learn the fundamentals of archery while you review 

equipment, learn about safety, learn basic shooting 

skills & have fun!  All equipment provided. Rain or 

Shine! 5 week class.  Min 10/Max 20 per class. 

Residents: $60 Non-Resident fee: $77 

Fridays 9/5/14 - 10/3/14 6:00 - 7:30pm 

Saturdays 9/6/14 - 10/4/14 1:00 - 2:30pm 

Sundays 9/7/14 - 10/5/14 2:00 - 3:30pm 

JUNIOR OLYMPIC ARCHERY DEVELOPMENT 

(Ages 8-20) & ADULT ARCHERY PROGRAM 

(Ages 21+) 

Archers who have completed Beginning and Intermedi-

ate Archery courses can join our JOAD Club or Adult 

Archery Program to begin advancing their archery  

techniques. Both programs are the   logical “next step” 

for archers pursuing this lifetime sport. In addition to 

receiving clear instruction and coaching via our Na-

tional Training System, membership in an  archery club 

or program provides unique benefits including the op-

portunity to compete and earn awards, make new 

friends, build confidence & team building skills and is a 

great upper body workout!  In collaboration with Rising 

Phoenix Archery. USA Archery sanctioned club. 

Resident fee: $60 Individual/$130 Family (up to 4) 

Non-Resident: $75 Individual/$150 Family (up to 4) 

To register for Fall Session please call 586-770-1859 or 

email at risingphoenixarchery@gmail.com 

BEGINNING SENIOR ARCHERY 

ADULTS  (Age 50+) 

Learn the fundamentals of archery while you review 

equipment, learn about safety, learn basic shooting 

skills & have fun! A perfect foundation for training to 

participate in the Michigan Senior Olympics! All 

equipment provided. Rain or Shine! 5 week class.  Min 

10/Max 20 per class. 

Rochester, Rochester Hills, or Oakland 

Township  Seniors:  $60;    Non-residents:  $77 

Fridays 9/5/14 - 10/3/14 3:00 - 4:30pm 
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SCOUT BADGE WORKSHOPS, BIRTHDAY PARTIES & CORPORATE EVENTS 

Reserve the range for merit badge scout workshops, your child’s birthday party or corporate team building 

events. Contact the Parks and Recreation office for reservation date preference and confirm instructor availabil-

ity.  Residents:  $150 one and a half hour session.  Non-residents:  $200 one and a half hour session. 

Scout fees to be determined. 

Yoga In The Park 

Sundays, August 31 – October 5,    9:30-10:30am     Six-week session series 

Lost Lake Nature Park, 846 Lost Lake Trail     On-site rain location: Lost Lake Nature Center 

 

Wouldn’t you rather be outside during Indian summer?  Step out of the studio and enjoy doing 

yoga in the warmth of the sun and in full view of serene Lost Lake.  Whether you are a seasoned practitioner or 

newer to yoga, this gentle All Levels class is just right for you! Bring your own yoga mat.                                                                     

Residents: $30   Non-residents: $60    Register by August  25.  Please pre-register…..no drop ins.                                                                                                                                            

Led by Jay Williamson of YOGA REFUGE www.yogarefuge.net.  Adult 12+ All Levels 

Intermediate Kayaking (Ages 8 - Adult) 

Saturday, September 13     12 - 2pm 

Draper Twin Lake Park, 1015 Inwood Road 

Intersection of Haddon & Inwood Roads 

This class is for those who have completed a beginning kayaking class 

or have some experience at kayaking and are looking to increase their 

skill level. This class will concentrate on stroke development and on safety 

issues for all paddlers including self-rescue, rope usage, paddle floats, and 

more.  The distance from the parking lot to the dock, which has lake access 

for kayaks, is approximately one-half mile via an accessible path.  Anyone 

under the age of 14 must be accompanied by an adult.                               

Resident:  $20 each  Non-resident:  $35 each 

Kayak rental included 

Register by September 5 
 

Kayaks Available for Rental at Lost Lake! 

We have recently purchased kayaks to offer park users the opportunity to get out on Lost Lake, where wildlife 

and water lilies abound!  Starting September 6th, paddlers can rent kayaks at Lost Lake Nature Park on 

Saturdays and Sundays, through October 26th.   Lost Lake’s small size and easily accessible kayak launch are 

great for paddlers of all abilities.  Take advantage of this opportunity to practice your kayaking skills while 

exploring this 8-acre glacial lake. Kayak, paddle and life vest supplied. Note: Weight limit for single kayak is 

230 lbs. Kayak at your own risk. No supervision or instruction is provided.   

 

 

 

 

Registration must be completed one week in advance of requested rental date.                                                                                            

Anyone under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.  Pre-registration, drivers license, signed liability waiver, 

rental fee and deposit required.  One person kayak: minimum age 10 years old. Two person kayak: minimum 

age 6 years old with an adult on board. 

New 

Kayak  

Rentals! 

Resident Rate:                                                            

1-person kayak for 2 hours     $10/boat      

2-person kayak for 2 hours     $15/boat   

Non-Resident Rate:                                                            

1-person kayak for 2 hours     $20/boat      

2-person kayak for 2 hours     $30/boat   

New Wellness Program! 
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1 PCT Labor Day Bridge 
 Walk Rochester 
 Municipal Park 8am
 Office Closed 

3  OTHS Potluck CLF 

6  Volunteer Workday 
 PCHA-WP 9am 

10 PRC Meeting 
 7pm MTH 

 Hike CLP 6pm 

13  HDC Square Dance 
 CLF 7pm                         
 Inter. Kayak  12pm 
 Draper Twin Lake Park  

20  Goodison Good Tyme! 
 BCNP 11am - 3pm 

27 Volunteer Workday 
 BCNP 12Noon 

8- PRC Meeting 
 7pm MTH 

9- Skull Hunt   LLNP 
 4:30pm 

11  Volunteer Workday 
 GCP 9am 

20 Hunt App’s due 

21  Spooktacular Seeds 
 BCNP  11am 

25 Volunteer Workday 
 LLNP 12Noon 

30 PCT Wine Tasting 
 7pm Fieldstone Winery 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4   Kayak 

LLNP 

5    Yoga LLNP          

Kayak LLNP 

6 7 8 

PRC Mtg. 

7pm MTH 

9 

ASNN-Skull 

Hunt LLNP 

4:30pm 

10 11  Volunteer 

Workday GCP 

9am                   

Kayak LLNP 

12  Kayak                        

LLNP 

13 14 15 16 17 18  Kayak 

LLNP 

19   Kayak  

LLNP 

20  Hunting 

Applications 

Due 

21 

PPP-

Spooktacular 

BCNP 11am 

22 23 24 25  Volunteer 

Workday  

LLNP 12Noon  

Kayak LLNP 

26   Kayak 

LLNP 

27 28 29 30  PCT  

Wine Tasting 

7pm 

31  

October 2014 

ABBREVIATIONS: ASNN-After School Nature Nuts, BCNP-Bear Creek Nature Park, BHEA-Blue Heron Environmental Area, 

CLF-Cranberry Lake Farm, CLP-Cranberry Lake Park, CIP-Charles Ilsley Park, DTLP-Draper Twin Lake Park, GCP-Gallagher Creek 

Park, LLNC-Lost Lake Nature Center, LLNP-Lost Lake Nature Park, MTH-Main Township Hall, MVP-Marsh View Park, MVC-Marsh 

View Connector,  MRT-Mill Race Trail,  OCP-Oakland County Parks, OT-Oakland Township, OTPS-Oakland Township Parks Stewardship, 

ONP-O’Connor Nature Park, OTHS-Oakland Township Historical Society, PCCM-Paint Creek Cider Mill, PCT-Paint Creek Trail, 

PCHAWP-Paint Creek Heritage Area Wet Prairie,  PPP-Preschool Park Pals, PRC-Parks and Recreation Commission, SCRNP-Stony Creek 

Ravine Nature Park, WRP-Watershed Ridge Park 

August 29 
Help Paint the Barn!  

CLF 1pm   Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  PCT Labor 

Day Bridge 

Walk 8am 

Office Closed 

2 3 

OTHS Potluck 

CLF 

4 5 6  Volunteer 

Workday 9am 

PCHA-WP    

Kayak LLNP 

7  Yoga LLNP 

Kayak LLNP 

8 9 10  PRC Mtg. 

7pm MTH 

Adventure 

League Hike 

CLP 6pm 

11 12 13 Inter Kayak  

12pm DTLP 

Square Dance 

CLF 7pm 

14 Yoga  

LLNP     

Kayak LLNP 

15 16 17 18 19 20  Goodison 

Good Tyme! 

BCNP 11am  

Kayak LLNP 

21 Yoga  

LLNP       

Kayak LLNP 

22 23 24 25 26 27  Volunteer 

Workday 

BCNP 12pm   

Kayak LLNP 

28  Yoga  

LLNP       

Kayak LLNP 

29  Hunting 

applications 

due 

30     

September 2014 

Archery Programs-pg 6  

Yoga/Kayak Programs-pg 7 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Volunteer 

Workday 9am 

Geocache & 

Scavenger Hunt 

CLP 2pm 

9 10 11 12 

PRC Mtg. 

7pm MTH 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Attracting 

Birds-LLNP 

10am 

23 24  Hunting 

Applications 

Due 

25 26 27 

Thanksgiving 

Office Closed 

28 

Office Closed 

29 

30 

November 2014 

8- Geocache & 

 Scavenger Hunt 

 CLP  2pm 

8- Volunteer Workday 

 CIP 9am-Noon 

12- PRC Meeting 

 7pm MTH 

22- Attracting Birds 

 LLNP  10am 

24- Hunting App’s due 

27- Thanksgiving Day 

 Office Closed 

28- Office Closed 

Oakland Township Park Activities 

                                          Registration is required for all programs 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 

PRC Mtg. 

7pm MTH 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 

Christmas 

Eve 

Office Closed 

25 

Christmas Day 

Office Closed 

26 

Office Closed 

27 

28 29 30 31 

New Year’s Eve 

Office Closed 

Jan.1, 2015 

New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

Jan. 2 

Office Closed 

 

December 2014 

10- PRC Meeting 
 7pm MTH 

24- Christmas Eve 
 Office Closed 

25- Christmas Day 
 Office Closed 
26- Office Closed 

31- New Years Eve 
 Office Closed 
Jan 1- New Years Day 
 Office Closed 
Jan 2- Office Closed 
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Jonah Weeks graduated from California State University, Chico in 2013 with a BS in Environmental 

Science with an option in Energy and Earth Resources and a minor in Geology. She moved to Rochester Hills 

last summer and finds these Oakland Township Parks natural areas are one of her favorite parts about living in 

southeast Michigan. When not working in the parks, she enjoys running along the Paint Creek and Clinton 

River trails, and cooking. 

Matthew Peklo graduated from Grand Valley 

State University in April of 2014 with degrees in 

Natural Resources Management and in Econom-

ics.  This is Matthew’s third summer working for 

the parks department. As a township resident, he 

is passionate about maintaining and conserving 

the township parks he frequently uses.  In his 

spare time he enjoys catching salmon, steelhead 

and other fish from the lakes and rivers through-

out the parks and state. 

Returning for his second year is Alexander 

Kriebel.  Currently a senior in the Environmental 

Science Bachelor’s Degree Program at Madonna 

University, Alex plans to continue his studies 

toward a Master’s Degree in Environmental 

Management.  His passion for the great-outdoors 

has led him to not only seek a career in this field, 

but also engage in various other recreational 

activities such as mountain biking, fishing, and 

survival tactics. 

Natural Areas Stewardship Team 

Welcome to Dr. Ben VanderWeide 

PRC Natural Areas Stewardship Manager 

  Oakland Township Parks and Recreation was fortunate to have Dr. Benjamin VanderWeide accept our offer to 

lead parks Natural Areas Stewardship.  Ben earned his Ph.D. in Biology from Kansas State University, focusing 

on how fire, grazing, and drought affect prairie vegetation, and a Bachelor’s of Science from Calvin College, 

with majors in Biology and Spanish, and a minor in biochemistry.  Ben brings practical experience doing botani-

cal surveys and ecological restoration in the Great Lakes region, invasive species management in Idaho with the 

US Forest Service, and 7 years of prescribed burning in Michigan and Kansas.  His science education experience 

includes designing and teaching high school ecology experiments and teaching biology courses at Kansas State 

University. He loves to help people learn about nature in their backyards, and is excited to work in Oakland 

Township Parks to improve their natural areas. Ben and his wife Debbie recently moved back to the beautiful 

state of Michigan (he is originally from Sparta, Michigan), and now spend their time exploring the area, hiking 

on local trails, and enjoying the Great Lakes. 

Ben V., Jonah W., Matt P., and Alex K. 

Thank you and Goodbye to our Seasonal Land Stewardship Technichians 

Jonah W., 

Matt P., 

Alex K., & 

garlic 

mustard 

pulled 

along 

PCT 
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Stewardship Update 

The stewardship staff has been busy this summer! We started the summer by pulling over 150 trash bags of gar-

lic mustard from 10 parks. We then worked on controlling our woody invasive plants – glossy buckthorn, com-

mon buckthorn, autumn olive, multiflora rose, and oriental bittersweet. We also spent some time preparing sites 

for large prairie restoration projects. 

Volunteers Needed! 

You can get involved too! Enjoy our natural areas and meet great people at volunteer workdays in Oakland 

Township parks this fall. Work with stewardship staff to collect native plant seed, monitor our natural areas, and 

properly control invasive, non-native species. Volunteers should bring water and gloves, and wear closed-toed 

shoes and long pants. Large groups encouraged to register in advance by calling Ben VanderWeide at 248-651-

7810 or email bvanderweide@oaklandtownship.org. Check out oaklandnaturalareas.com for specific meeting 

locations and other information. Other volunteer opportunities during weekdays may be added later. Hope to see 

you there! 

September 6, Paint Creek Heritage Area – Wet Prairie, 9 am – noon 

September 27, Bear Creek Nature Park, noon – 3 pm 

October 11, Gallagher Creek Park, 9 am – noon 

October 25, Lost Lake Nature Park, noon – 3 pm 

November 8, Charles Ilsley Park, 9 am – noon 

  Planting a prairie is like a planting a tree: it takes a while for the prairie to “grow up.” After we remove the  

existing plants, the fields will be seeded with a mix of native prairie species. The first two years after planting, 

the prairie plants will be small above-ground as they use most of their energy to grow roots. After the third year 

prairie plants will become more obvious and you will begin to notice soft pink blossoms of Carolina rose in 

early summer, purple spikes of rough blazing-star providing fall color, and iconic grasses such as big bluestem 

and little bluestem swaying in the wind on the hillsides. As the prairie matures, we hope that grassland birds, 

such as meadowlarks, dickcissels, and bobolinks will discover our prairie. 

To learn more about the Partners for Fish and Wildlife program, visit http://www.fws.gov/midwest/partners/. To 

follow the prairie restoration, check the Natural Areas Notebook (oaklandnaturalareas.com) regularly for blog 

posts.  

USFWS Grant Jumpstarts Prairie Restoration  (Continued from page 2) 

Want to be a Prairie Partner? 

  We have seeds and soil, but we need you to help us 

establish our prairie! You can help the prairie thrive 

by collecting native plant seeds at a stewardship 

workday, assisting with site preparation, and 

helping with prairie maintenance after planting. No 

special experience necessary! Contact Natural Areas 

Stewardship Manager Ben VanderWeide 

(bvanderweide@oaklandtownship.org) for more 

information. 

Kory Gabrielson, Ian Catallo, Nate Davis, 

Victor Sicilia, Cameron Cleland 

Rosa Carolina photo by Ben VanderWeide;  CC BY-NC 3.0; 

No changes were made to the image 

mailto:bvanderweide@oaklandtownship.org
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/partners/
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   The ability to disperse offspring into new or more suitable locations is the other great benefit of seeds.  This 

prevents overcrowding and creates new colonies of plants. The mechanism a plant employs for dispersion can 

generally be grouped into five distinct categories: animals, wind, gravity, water and ballistic. 

   The ballistic method of dispersion is probably the most interesting and unique.  Most often it is 

accomplished when the portion of the seed pod that is exposed to the sun dries and contracts at a faster rate 

than the shaded portion of the pod.  This will then cause the pod to tear apart, sometimes violently, and send 

the seeds flying. 

Sow What About Seeds 
By Sue Neal, Executive Director, Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve 

   Seeds appear to be such simple structures from the 

outside but they are actually quite interesting adapta-

tions for survival among plants.  There are many bene-

fits to seeds as a method of reproduction.  Seeds allow 

plants to survive until conditions improve (warmer 

weather, a wet or rainy season, longer day length) and 

they enable the plant to disperse to new locations. 

   Seeds are like time capsules of a mature plant.  The 

seed coat is the outermost layer that protects the rest of 

the seed.  Inside is the embryo…the tiny plant life and 

the cotyledon.  The cotyledon is the first leaf that ger-

minates and also contains the stored food the plant will 

need to begin its growth before it begins the process of 

photosynthesis.  The radicle is the part of the seed that 

will eventually become the root.  The seed can remain 

dormant until conditions are right for germination.  

This allows plants to survive various environmental 

extremes, from the coldest winter to long dry spells. 

   Seeds can survive dormancy and remain viable for a 

very long period of time.  The oldest seed that proved 

to still be viable is up for great debate and ranges from 

several hundred years to several thousand years.  The 

oldest reported claim comes from some Russian 

scientists working in the permafrost zone.  They 

discovered some frozen fruit in an ancient rodent 

burrow deep in the permafrost.  They reportedly were 

successful in germinating the seeds within the fruit 

which they claim had been frozen for 30,000 years. 

   In dormant seeds, the seed coat prevents water from 

penetrating into the inner layers of the seed.  An 

environmental cue of some type acts as the trigger to 

alter the physiology of the seed coat.  Environmental 

triggers can vary from the obvious like increasing 

temperature to longer lights cycles to the more unique 

such as fire or the passage of the seed through an 

animal’s digestive tract. 

Continued on page 14 

Acer L; Maple; 

seedling drawing; 

Wikimedia; USDA-

NRCS PLANTS 

Database 

Wild lupine (Lupinus perennis) seed pods with a few seeds 

still inside. The seed pods explode when they dry out,  flinging 

the seeds away from the parent plant.  
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  The OTHS Archives Committee continues to organize our many donations and 

currently has an intern student helping with data entry using the program Past 

Perfect.  We happily accept donations of artifacts, documents and photographs 

that tell the story of Oakland Township.  We also welcome volunteers for this interesting work!  Our archives 

are on the second floor of the Main House at Cranberry Lake Farm Historic District. 

  We hope to celebrate our 40th all year long!  If you missed the mini quilts displayed at the Music in the 

Meadows at CLF on July 18th, watch for them again at our September 3rd event at CLF! 

Upcoming Events and Programs 

August 29  Paint the Flumerfelt Barn- A community partnership!  Cranberry Lake Farm 

September 3  Potluck/Picnic, Program, and Membership Meeting  Cranberry Lake Farm 

     Program- LaVere Webster:  Antique Clocks 

September 12-14 Arts & Apples  -  Find us on Pine Street in Rochester 

     We will have Ed Noble prints available. 

September 20  Goodison Good Tyme  -  Photos on the antique vehicle! Bear Creek Nature Park 

Please check our website: www.oaklandtownshiphistoricalsociety.org or call 248-693-8660 for more information. 

CRANBERRY LAKE FARM HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Mini Quilt Square Boards on Display 

And Square Dance! 
Saturday, September 13 from 7 to 9pm 

Come out to dance and see the wonderful designs!  
This event is free and open to the public.  

388 West Predmore Road, Oakland Township  

Mini quilt squares community involvement project to celebrate the Oakland Township Historical Society 

40th Anniversary.  Pictured from left:  Home by Suzy Pomeranski, Sunflower by Dianne Bennett, Bluebirds 

by the Galler Family Grandchildren, Preservation, Education, and Collaboration by Leslie Whyte-Mack, 

Oak Tree Abstract by Lyn Sieffert. 

HELP PAINT THE BARN! 
Volunteers needed for fun project! 

Fri, Aug 29 from 1:00 to finish -5:00? 

Paint, brushes, and Refreshments 

will be provided! 

begin your Labor Day weekend 

painting the historic Flumerfelt Barn!!! 

Volunteer waivers provided (check the HDC website for rain date) 

Find MORE information at www.oaklandtownship.org, Historic District Commission  

http://www.oaklandtownshiphistoricalsociety.org
http://www.oaklandtownship.org
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Sow What About Seeds  (Continued from page 12) 

  Of course humans are involved in seed dispersion as well.  This can range from unintentional (noticing you 

have a picker stuck on your glove and pulling it of to drop it on the ground) to the intentional.  Collecting and 

saving seeds can actually be a fascinating and environmentally beneficial hobby.  It is a wonderful way to create 

a native plant garden in your own yard.  Make sure you get permission of the land owner where you are collect-

ing the seeds and also check any regulations if you are collecting seeds on public lands.  You may need to visit 

the flower patch more than once during the seed collecting process.  It is usually easiest to identify the plant 

when the flower is in full bloom but at this point it is too early to collect the seeds.  You want to wait until the 

flower starts to fade before collecting the seeds to ensure that the seed is fully mature.  Make sure to label your 

seeds and to research any necessary cues to wake your seeds from dormancy! 

  Children can also get involved.  Examining the diversity of seeds, collecting dried seeds from seed pods and the 

excitement and anticipation of waiting for a seed to sprout are great ways to engage children in the world of 

plants.  There is such great variety in the seed world…many different colors, different shapes and sizes too.    

Check this out:  The smallest seed is from an orchid which is about 1/300th of an inch long (you could fit about 

35 million of them in one ounce).  The largest seed belongs to the coco-de-mer palm.  It measures a foot long, 

three feet in diameter and can weigh up to 40 pounds!  Consider joining Dinosaur Hill Naturalists while they 

help young children explore the world of seeds in the upcoming preschool program, Spooktacular Seeds 

(See page 4.) 

Parks and Recreation Ordinance 38-A-1 

prohibits picking plants in Oakland 

Township Parks. By participating in 

volunteer workdays, you can collect seed 

for our prairie restorations and keep 

some to start your own planting. Visit the 

volunteer calendar at 

oaklandnaturalareas.com to see our 

upcoming schedule or see page 11 of this 

newsletter. 

   The Parks and Recreation Commission will have professionals interview and survey as many Township 

residents as financially feasible to obtain their preferences regarding Township park natural areas, recreation 

facilities and services.  Everyone is encouraged to provide their thoughts in as many of these forums as possible 

and you are also welcome to express your opinions by emailing them to parksplanning@oaklandtownship.org. 

    

   Your ideas will be influential in proposing goals, objectives and projects for the next five years. 

Having a current five-year master plan enables our Township to meet our residents' needs and desires. 

    

   We look forward to receiving your comments and to speaking with you at the 

upcoming events!  The current 2010-2014 master plan is available under 

“General Information” on the Parks and Recreation Commission page of the 

Township website: www.oaklandtownship.org. 

Parks, Recreation, & Land Preservation Master Plan (Continued from page 1) 

Land Stewardship Technician Jonah Weeks  

harvesting Tussock Sedge seeds. 

 

mailto:parksplanning@oaklandtownship.org
http://www.oaklandtownship.org
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Welcome New Lost Lake Nature Park Caretakers.  Meet the Foxes! Jeremy, a 

Project Manager at AKT Peerless Environmental & Energy Services and Angela, a 

household CEO, are the new Lost Lake Nature Park Caretakers.  Jeremy and Angela 

both graduated from Oakland University with Bachelors of Science degrees in                

Environmental Health and assist the Oakland Township Parks & Recreation                  

Commission with some of the daily activities related to the operations of the park.  The 

Foxes, including their two sons (Berkley and Nolan) are outdoor enthusiasts who enjoy 

the fantastic natural setting that the Oakland Township Parks have to offer.  They enjoy 

sharing their enthusiasm for the natural features of the park with park users.  When you 

see them outside at the park please say hello and they will be happy to provide helpful information. 

Welcome to Jeffrey Johnson, our new Seasonal Maintenance Technician.                   

Jeff has been a Township resident for 5 years and is retired from Wayne County Roads after 

30 years of service as the County Forester.  Jeff is a member of the Green Infrastructure 

Task Force for South East Michigan Council of Governments, a MDEQ certified industrial 

storm water operator, and a  MDA Commercial Pesticide Applicator.  He is married to 

Marina, and has 4 children and 3 step children. 

  After an Eagle Scout installed fencing around half of the northern parking lot at 

Cranberry Lake Park, we were grateful that Eagle Scout Candidate Michael 

Whitney wanted to complete the other half!   Michael, of Troop 356, designed a 

user-friendly fence layout that provides access for walkers, bicyclists and 

equestrians.  He met his project goal in May when he successfully led a group of 

10 volunteers who installed 300 linear feet of split rail fencing.  Thank you 

Michael for enhancing our users’ safety at Cranberry Lake Park! 

  Our parks system has greatly benefited from Eagle Scout Candidate Sean 

Clark’s long-term planning skills!  In spring 2013 Sean, of Troop 128, agreed to 

install two benches at Marsh View Park to provide additional seating for archery 

and soccer programs.  With that goal in mind, Sean organized a bottle drive that 

raised more than $400 for this project and also obtained donations for this project 

from our local Home Depot.  Sean achieved his project goal in July after success-

fully leading his volunteers in assembly and installation of the benches and gravel 

surfacing. Thank you Sean for enhancing our users’ comfort at Marsh View Park! 

We are also grateful to Maintenance Foreman Caruso and Technician Johnson for sharing their wisdom and 

providing guidance to all our Eagle Scouts!  Many thanks to Dillman and Upton who have for many years 

donated a significant portion of the value of the materials ordered for Eagle Scout projects,  and to Home 

Depot, who donated materials too. 

Thank you and Goodbye to Griffin Wright, Seasonal Parks and Recreation 

Worker.  A Rochester area resident for over 19 years, Griffin is currently a Junior at Michigan 

State University pursuing a BA in Supply Chain Management.  As a college student looking for 

summer employment he feels lucky to have found work in such an awesome community.  Since 

Griffin has played soccer his entire life when he saw the township needed a soccer maintenance 

worker for their fields he couldn’t pass it up! 

 Thank you Eagle Scouts! 

Eagle Scout candidate Michael 

Whitney with Parks and Recreation 

Director Mindy Milos-Dale 

New bench at Marsh View Park 

 

 Parks Staff and Caretakers! 
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All Oakland Township Parks Maps are available on the Parks and 

Recreation pages of the Oakland Township website:  

www.oaklandtownship.org. 

If you have questions or would like more information  

call us at (248)651-7810. 

-Please note that all areas are unsupervised and users assume all risks and liabilities.- 

Dogs are welcome when they are leashed and cleaned up after! 

Bear Creek Nature Park - 107 acres of glacially carved hills and vernal ponds.  A perfect 

place for a family stroll and quiet nature observation.  Look for praying mantis hunting in 

the fields.  Bring the family out for Goodison Good Tyme, Saturday, September 20, (See 

page 3) and sign the preschoolers up for Spooktacular Seeds October 21.  (See page 4) 

Cranberry Lake Park - 213 acres include meadows of showy goldenrod’s bright yellow 

flower clusters, attracting butterflies and finches.  A great park to view fall migrant birds. 

Trails are good for horseback riding, mountain biking and hiking. Explore with us during 

the family Scavenger Hunt and campfire in November (See page 4.) or to learn bird-

watching basics in February (See page 5.)  The historic district is also the setting for sev-

eral Historic District Commission and Historical Society functions this fall.  (See page 13) 

Fall Fun in the Oakland Township Parks 
Oakland Township Parks offer great places to explore on crisp fall days! 

Head out to walk, hike, bike, or ride your horse! Here are some highlights of the upcoming season! 

Lost Lake Nature Park  becomes the sledding spot of choice once the snow flies, but 

for now it provides a great backdrop for watching birds chase insects.  Wild sassafras 

and oaks color the woods with reds, yellows and oranges, while turkeys scratch for 

meals of insects.  Dock fishing is permitted with proper state licensing.  The Nature 

Center is the perfect setting for mushroom, skull, and bird hunts.  (See pages 4 & 5) 

Paint Creek Trail  is more than a great place to bike or walk from Rochester to 

Lake Orion; it is an easy access travel corridor for creatures both seen and hidden!  

Look for the tall prairie grasses including big bluestem (looks like a turkey foot) 

and Indian grass.  Participate in the 9th Annual Labor Day Bridge Walk and Run 

Monday September 1st.  (See page 18) 

Draper Twin Lake Park - 90 acres of meadows, farm fields, wetlands, woodlands, and Twin 

Lake!  Park in the gravel lot off Inwood and Hadden to hike the trail to the dock - don’t forget 

your fishing pole and license!  The 1181 Inwood entry provides access to the eastern park 

trails where Michigan’s largest birds, Sandhill Cranes, like to forage before their late autumn 

migration.  Already offering a smorgasbord for birds, the food diversity is sure to increase 

with the coming prairie restoration. (See pages 2 & 11) 

Charles Ilsley Park’s  120 acres of farmland and hardwoods with hidden springs and vernal ponds 

sits north of East Predmore Road.  It’s home to wild turkey, deer, coyote and beautiful meadows.  

Sign-out our Discovery Backpack before your visit and challenge yourself to a nature exploration 

hike!  See if you can spot a crab spider hiding in the goldenrod!  Great park for hiking, mountain 

biking and horseback riding.  Our new bird-watching series visits this park in April.  (See page 5) 
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  Paint Creek Trail News By Kristen Myers, Trail Manager 

9th Annual Paint Creek Trail Labor Day Virtual Bridge Walk and Run 

Monday, September 1 

Join us for our 9th Annual Labor Day Virtual Bridge Walk and 

Run! Starting at the Rochester Municipal Park Kiwanis Pavilion, 

participants can choose either a 2 mile walk, or 10K run on the 

Paint Creek Trail. Onsite registration starts at 8:00 am, and the 

event starts at 9:00 am. This is a free community event, with a 

suggested donation of $5.00 per family to help fund the 

development of an educational side path on the Paint Creek Trail.. 

Online registration will open August 15th at http://www.paintcreektrailfriends.org. 

Friends of the Paint Creek Trail 3rd Annual Wine Tasting Event - Thursday, October 30  

Join us at Fieldstone Winery in Rochester for our 3rd Annual Wine Tasting event on Thursday, 

October 30 from 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm.   Each person receives 8 pours, and hors d'oeuvres will be 

provided. On sale in September, tickets are $25 each and are limited to the first 100 people.  If you 

would like to be added to the "Ticket interest" list, please send an email to 

PaintCreekTrailFriends@yahoo.com. 

New Drinking Fountain on the Trail! 

The Friends of the Paint Creek Trail, through the generosity of the Back to the Beach Runners, have 

purchased and installed a new drinking fountain at the Tienken Road trailhead in Rochester Hills!  

Installed in July, the fountain offers a water bottle re-filler, regular pedestal fountain, and a fountain 

for pet drinking!  We hope you enjoy this newest amenity to the Paint Creek Trail.  Our thanks to the 

City of Rochester Hills and City of Rochester DPW Departments for installing the water line on our behalf! 

New Website 

The Paint Creek Trailways Commission recently launched a re-design of their website.  Visitors will enjoy 

easy navigation and colorful photos of the trail.  Visit for the latest news, trail conditions, maps, events, and 

merchandise.  In addition, links are provided to follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Flickr.  We hope you 

enjoy our updated website at http://www.paintcreektrail.org. 

  The Six Rivers Adventure League has been running full steam ahead with 

hikes, bikes, and paddles around the area.  Recent outings included a 12-mile 

trip on the West Bloomfield Trail and a challenging but glorious paddle on the 

Clinton River.  We welcome adventurers of all ages for the rest of our 

excursions.  Fall afternoon hikes will be starting soon, including one at 

Cranberry Lake Park on Wednesday, September 10 so join in! Details are 

available by contacting our office at 248-601-2816, visiting our website at 

www.sixriversrlc.org, or Liking us on Facebook! 

  Six Rivers is pleased and grateful to have the Southeast Michigan Student Conservation Corps helping with 

stewardship work again this year. Teams of high school students from Detroit, led by students from Michigan 

College Association schools (such as Hillsdale and Albion), will be doing stewardship work on some of Six 

Rivers’ preserves. The crews will spend one of their weeks working on Oakland Township Parks properties that 

have Six Rivers conservation easements. 

  On another front, Six Rivers achieved a major organizational goal in May when it was accredited by the Land 

Trust Accreditation Commission, an independent program of the Land Trust Alliance. The 

accreditation process took close to a year to complete, but the Conservancy’s leadership felt 

that the achievement strengthened its work. The Land Trust Accreditation Commission 

Director, Tammara Van Ryn, acknowledges the value of this award, saying “accredited land 

trusts meet rigorous national quality standards for the technical demands and financial 

obligations of their work in protecting important natural places and working lands forever.” 

http://www.sixriversrlc.org
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Controlled Archery Antlerless Deer Hunting at Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park 

(Other Township parks do not permit any type of hunting) 

 Oakland Township purchased Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park in March 2008 with 67% of our 

purchase cost being paid by a Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant. One of the conditions of 

our receipt of this substantial grant was that we must allow controlled archery deer hunting at this park 

as part of the DNR’s program to manage deer populations in southeast Michigan. 

 To meet this commitment, a maximum of four hunters per hunt date will be issued Township 

permits for antlerless archery deer hunting at Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park on restricted weekdays 

between October 1 and December 31, 2014. On the days when hunting will occur the park will be 

closed to other types of use. Signs are posted on the park perimeter indicating these days of closure. 

Hunters will be selected on a first-come, first-served basis.  To be considered for this program, 

applications must be submitted between 8am and 4:30pm on the below-listed Mondays. 

Name_____________________________________________ Driver’s License#__________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ________________________________________Vehicle Plate#__________________ 

Phone: Home __________________Work ___________________Cell _________________________ 

Hunting Partner’s Name __________________________________Phone:_______________________ 

  Hunters must each hunt with a partner to participate in this program. Partners’ applications 

must be submitted at the same time to qualify for selection. Hunters must obtain their own deer 

hunting license and kill tags and must obey all Township regulations and State of Michigan hunt-

ing laws. Hunters must provide their own portable blinds and will be responsible for their own 

field dressing and transporting of all harvested deer. No baiting of any kind is allowed. 

  On the application date indicated below, between 8am and 4:30pm, bring this application, a copy 

of your current deer hunting license, and a copy of the identification used to purchase your deer 

hunting license, such as a driver’s license to: 
 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Office, 

Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Road, Rochester, MI 48306. 
 

If you have questions about this procedure please call (248) 651-7810. No mailed applications will be accepted. 

Waiver       Safety Zone Map      Hunter Phone Numbers       Ordinance 38A-1              Hunter Rules              Mirror Tag Permit 

      

Monday, Sept 29 Application Monday, Oct 20 Application Monday, Nov 24 Application 

For hunt dates of: For hunt dates of: For hunt dates of: 

Tues/Weds, Oct 7 & 8 Tues/Weds, Oct 28 & 29 Tues/Weds, Dec 2 & 3 

Tues/Weds, Oct 14 & 15 Tues/Weds, Nov 4 & 5 Tues/Weds, Dec 9 & 10 

Tues/Weds, Oct 21 & 22 Tues/Weds, Nov 11 & 12 Tues/Weds, Dec 16 & 17 

Check the dates you are interested in for antlerless archery deer hunting only: 



Parks and Recreation Director Mindy Milos-Dale 

Recreation Manager  Becky McLogan 

Administrative Assistant Carol Kasprzak 

Clerical Assistant  Deb Gallo 

Maintenance Foreman  Doug Caruso 

Parks and Recreation Workers 

   Jeff Johnson, Clif Selent, Griffin Wright 

Natural Areas Stewardship Manager 

     Ben VanderWeide 

Seasonal Land Stewardship Technicians 

      Matt Peklo, Alex Kriebel, Jonah Maria Weeks 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Staff 

The Parks & Recreation Commission meets at 

7 pm on the second Wednesday of every 

month in the Township Hall Boardroom. 

Normal office hours are from 8am to 4:30pm 

Monday through Friday. Due to limited staff 

size and field work requirements, we 

recommend calling (248) 651-7810 before you 

stop by. Park permits, maps and descriptions 

are available at the park office. 

Andy Zale, Chairman 

Colleen Barkham, Vice Chairperson 

Roger Schmidt, Treasurer 

Alice Tomboulian, Secretary 

Dave Mackley, Commissioner 

Joe Peruzzi, Commissioner 

Ann Marie Rogers, Commissioner 

Commission Meetings 

Oakland Township Park Rules are enforced by the Oakland 

County Sheriff’s Office. 

FOR EMERGENCIES CALL 911 

If you have information or questions concerning a reported 

crime or accident, call the substation at 248-652-4617 

Monday-Friday, 8 am-4 pm.  All other calls please use 

dispatch at 248-858-4950. 

Parks and Recreation Commission 

Charter Township of Oakland 

4393 Collins Road 

Rochester, MI  48306-1670 
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