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The Mission of Oakland Township 

Parks and Recreation Commission is 

to provide a sustainable system of 

parks, trails, programs, amenities, and 

services which create memorable 

experiences and a sense of place, 
contributes to the economic value of 

the Township and preserves the 

historical and natural heritage of the 

landscapes for existing and future 

generations. 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission Newsletter  

Summer 2015 

Special points of interest: 
 

 Music in the Meadows 

 Nature Programs 

 Kayaking & Archery 

 Fitness Programs 

 Stewardship 

Annual R
eport 

center p
ullo

ut! 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission (OTPRC) has applied 

for a Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant (MNRTF) to aid in 

funding the expansion of the 60-acre Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park 

(SCRNP).  The $2.2 million grant, matched by $740,000 in Land 

Preservation funds, would enable the PRC to purchase the 209 acres adjacent 

to the eastern boundary of SCRNP. 
(Continued on page 17) 

State Grant Requested to Expand 

Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park 

 

Just a little over ten years ago, my wife, Ann and I walked into an Oakland 

Township Parks meeting with a one page proposal to create a summer concert 

in the park series. In less than an hour we had total support to move ahead on 

what has now become the township's "Music in the Meadows" summer concert 

series. In the early days we contracted with Detroit Symphony Orchestra cellist 

Debbie Fayroian to identify and hire folk, jazz and classical musical acts. One 

of my favorites was the astonishingly successful "Electric Mozart" concert that 

(Continued on page 3) 

Preliminary Site Plan for SCRNP Expansion 

Kayaking at Draper Twin Lake Park 

By Mindy Milos-Dale, Director 

Music In The Meadows 10th Season! 
By Dave Strubler, Citizen Advisor 
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Welcome to Volunteer Park Steward Cam Mannino! 

Long-time resident Cam Mannino has been walking in Bear Creek Nature Park with her 

husband Reg since 1992, observing the wood ducks returning each spring, wildflowers 

blossoming, and other critters making their home in the park. Cam says that the park has 

been a quiet refuge through the years, a place of discovery and delight. With her love for 

Bear Creek and all Oakland Township parks, we were delighted when Cam volunteered to 

be our first Park Steward for Bear Creek Nature Park. Cam is a talented photographer and 

writer. In the short time she’s partnered with us, Cam has started writing a regular weekly 

column highlighting her pictures and observations from Bear Creek. Look for “This Week at 

Bear Creek” on our stewardship blog, the Natural Areas Notebook (oaklandnaturalareas.com)! 

(Continued on page 16) 

What’s New In The Parks 

Natural Areas Stewardship 

Cam with her ever 

present camera. 

New Programs! 

You will find tranquility from a stressful 

day with Beginning Tai Chi at serene Bear 

Creek Nature Park.  Experience for 

yourself the health benefits, including 

increased flexibility and balance, of this 

gentle Chinese martial art. See page 5 to 

find out how you can sign up for this 

‘Meditation in Motion’ program! 

Tai Chi 

Exercise in the parks this summer with two new fitness and wellness programs, Beginning Tai Chi 

and Line Dancing Series, or get outdoors while honing your survival and archery skills! 

Do you know how to  

survive if the walking 

dead were amongst us?  If 

not, check out page 4 to 

learn how to survive a 

zombie apocalypse with 

your archery skills, shelter 

building expertise, and 

more! 

Zombie Apocalypse 

Explore Archery is a new and innovative archery 

education program developed by USA Archery and the 

Archery Trade Association with funding support from 

Easton Foundations.  Its focus is to introduce beginners 

of all ages and abilities to the lifelong sport of archery.  

See page 9 for details. 

Join our Explore Archery camp this summer! 

Enjoy a few evenings out with friends and family 

line dancing in the fresh air at Marsh View Park.  

Don’t sit on the sidelines anymore - sign up for 

this series to learn all the right moves!  Get started 

by checking out page 5! 
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DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA BRASS QUARTET - CLASSICAL 
Friday, July 24th, Historic District Tours 5:30—6:30 

Concert 7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Cranberry Lake Farm - Historic District Main House Porch 

388 West Predmore Road 

Oakland, Michigan 48363 

An ensemble of brass musicians featuring members of the internationally acclaimed Detroit Symphony 

Orchestra come together for an evening of beautiful music on the charming Cranberry Lake Farm historic main 

house porch.  From classical melodies to famous tunes, there will be something for everyone!  Since the 

beginning the DSO has been a wonderful partner who continues to delight our audiences year after year.  Come 

early for a tour of the Axford - Coffin farmstead, listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and in plenty 

of time to grab a good spot on the lawn to enjoy the sound of classical brass. 

 
AUDIE BLAYLOCK AND REDLINE - TRADITIONAL BLUEGRASS 
Friday, June 12th, 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

Bear Creek Nature Park 

740 West Snell Road 

Rochester, Michigan 48306 

Award-winning vocalist and guitarist Audie Blaylock is clearly one of the hottest 

Bluegrass artists today!  Blaylock's last four albums have produced several #1 hits 

on the Bluegrass charts and his newly released single "The Road That Winds" is 

the theme song for Travel Channel's "Back Road Gold" with host Corky Coker. 

Come join us for a thrilling night of traditional bluegrass with Audie Blaylock and Redline’s (Patrick 

McAvinue - fiddle, Josh Hymer - banjo, Dustin Frame - mandolin and Matt Wallace - bass) incredible 

musicianship, impeccable harmony and entertaining stage show! 

 THE DAVE BENNETT QUARTET - JAZZ 

Friday, August 28th, 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

Bear Creek Nature Park 

740 West Snell Road 

Rochester, Michigan 48306 

Dave Bennett doesn’t fit the mold!  Michigan clarinetist Dave Bennett, is 

an authentic, self-taught musical prodigy who plays a large variety of 

music ranging from jazz to rockabilly to pop, and performs to “swing dance” crowds all over America. 

Since 2005 he’s toured in over 35 US states and Canada debuting at Carnegie Hall with The New York Pops.  

The Dave Bennett Quartet  (Dave Bennett- clarinet, guitar, piano and vocals, Doug Cobb- drums, Jeff Kressler- 

piano, Kurt Krahnke- string bass) has blown away audiences with their swing, Dixieland and Benny Goodman 

standards while Dave takes over vocals singing Elvis, Roy Orbison and Chris Isaak. 

Back by popular 

demand! 

 

premiered at our Cranberry Lake historic farmhouse. Nearly 500 people enjoyed listening to members of the 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra who played entirely on electronic instruments. Since that time, we have had a wide 

range of highly professional and inspiring concerts and this year is no exception!  Come join us for these FREE 

monthly concerts held Friday evenings in the natural beauty of our Oakland Township Parks! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Music In The Meadows 10th Season! 

—In case of bad weather call 248-651-4440, ext. 299 for rain location.— 
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Water Rockets 

 Afterschool Nature Nuts  (K - 5th grade) 

Tuesday, June 9     4:30 - 6pm 

Oakland County Sheriff Dept. 

Substation Lawn Area 

4393 Collins Road 

Up, Up and AWAY!!! We will get a little wet and a 

little wild as we build our very own water rockets and 

then see how high we can make them fly. Make 

alterations and modifications to test the effects of 

different designs...add a nose cone...design fins...add 

more water...add more air...science at its most fun! Of 

course you will have a chance to decorate your rocket 

and to make numerous launches of our rockets. 

Resident: $5  Non-resident: $7 

Register by:  June 2nd 

 

Sticks and Stones 

 Preschool Park Pals (ages 3 - 5) 

Tuesday, July 14th     10 - 11:30am 

Bear Creek Nature Park 

740 West Snell Road 

We love to go outside and collect things….don’t 

you?  Let’s hit the trails and see what sorts of things 

we can find. We’ll make and decorate our very own 

collecting bags we can use to store our treasures. 

Resident: $5  Non-resident: $7 

Register by: July 7th 

Hummingbird and Butterfly Gardening 

Family - All Ages 

Sunday, August 9th    1 - 2:30pm 

Cranberry Lake Park 

388 West Predmore 

They are bright and colorful and so much fun to 

watch...learn how to attract these critters to your 

backyard garden. We will learn a few of the most 

common butterflies that we might find here too. We 

will have the chance to plant our own seeds to take 

home that you can use to start your own garden. 

Resident: $5 each  Non-resident: $7 each 

Family of 4 or more: Resident $12; Non-resident $20 

Register by:  August 3rd 

Free Fishing - 2 sessions! 

Family - All Ages  

Saturday, June 13th     10am - 12pm  

Lost Lake Nature Park, 846 Lost Lake Trail 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sunday, June 14th       10am - 12pm 

Draper Twin Lake Park 

1015 Inwood Road 

Fishing is part of Michigan’s heritage. Fishing is also a 

relaxing pastime and a great way to spend time with 

your family...there is no room for cell phones, texting 

or TV on the dock. This program is your chance to try 

out fishing...we will supply the equipment and 

knowhow...you supply the sense of humor and 

willingness to try something new. We will also learn 

about types of bait and lures to use, the types of fish 

you may encounter in township parks and some tips on 

nearby “fishing holes”...you don’t have to go up north 

to get away! 

“FREE” !  All fishing license fees are waived! 

Register early as we fill up quickly! 

Register by: June 5th 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation 

Summer 2015 Nature Programs 

Common Bird Calls Adults 

Saturday, June 20      

9 - 11am 

Bear Creek Nature Park 

740 West Snell Road 

Impress everyone you know when you can recognize common bird calls you 

are likely to hear in your Oakland Township backyard. Don’t be 

intimidated...this is a basic introduction to the world of birding by ear. 

Resident: $3  Non-resident: $5        Register by:  June 12th 

See pages 8 and 9 for complete registration information on all 

Oakland Township programs! 

Walking Dead Survival Skills Teens (ages 11 - 14) 

Tuesday, July 14th    6:30 - 8:00pm 

Marsh View Park, 3100 East Clarkston Road 

Do you have the skills it takes to survive the zombie 

apocalypse?  Better attend this program to make sure 

you are ready.  We’ll begin at the archery range 

where we will learn some basic archery skills and try 

our hand at some targets. Next we will head to the 

woods where we will construct our own survival 

shelter then learn basic survival skills such as starting 

a fire, where to find water, signaling for help, what 

not to eat, and how to stay warm. 

Resident:  $3  Non-resident:  $5 

Register by:  July 7 
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Beginning Tai Chi in the Park - Adults 18+    All Levels 

Tuesdays, June 16 - August 4     6:00 - 7:00pm 

Bear Creek Nature Park     740 West Snell Road 
 

Find peace and serenity from a busy, stressful day through Tai Chi. Tai Chi exercises the mind and body by 

increasing wellbeing and improving balance, coordination and strength. Students will learn the basic forms and 

elegant movements of the Yang Style Short Form Tai Chi. Students should be able to support their weight 

while standing or bring a chair if unable to stand. Students should wear loose and comfortable clothing and 

shoes. No flip- flops or sandals. Traditional Chinese Tai Chi shoes are optional. Led by: Marci Jenkins* 

All classes will take place on the lawn at Bear Creek Nature Park. 

Min 8/Max 10          8 sessions 

Resident:  $40.00   Non-Resident:  $80.00   Register by June 8th 

*Marci has over 20 years of Tai Chi training and practice. She has experience in the Yang Style and Wu 

System of Tai Chi. She currently is teaching at the Older Persons’ Commission in Rochester. 

Line Dancing Series - Adults 16+    All Levels 

Marsh View Park Basketball Court 

3100 East Clarkston Road (NW corner of Adams and East Clarkston Roads) 
 

An evening of family, friends and line dancing in the park-what could be better?!   Besides being a lot of fun, 

line dancing is a great way to meet new people and does not require a partner. Line dancing is great exercise  

because it is a low impact activity that is easy on the knees and back. Please bring a bottle of water and wear 

comfortable clothes and shoes. No experience necessary. Led by:  Carol Pakizer 

Min 10 /Max 50 per class 

Resident:  All 4 sessions:  $25.00 or $8.00 /session 

Non-Resident:  All 4 sessions:  $50.00 or $16.00 /session 
 

Line Dance Party 

Dance Party in the Park! Learn the most popular line dances such as the Macarena and Electric Slide.  Next 

Saturday night at your favorite “haunt”, you will be a standout on the dance floor! 

Date:  Saturday, June 27      6 - 7pm    Register by: June 19 
 

Celtic and Scottish  

A Cèilidh during a summer evening perfect end to the day. Danns to enchanting bagpipes and toe

-tapping fiddles while learning how to do Stealing the Best and Irish Stew. 

Date:   Saturday, July 11      6 - 7pm    Register by: July 2 
 

Line Fusion 

Line dancing fused with different styles of dance! Learn how to line dance to the Mambo, the 

Salsa and the Cha-Cha with music from artists like Ricky Martin and Bruno Mars. Move and 

shake the evening away! 

Date:  Saturday, July 18      6 - 7pm   Register by: July 10 
 

Country Western  

Ye Haw! Kick up your heels and learn the Cowboy Boogie and the Tush Push.  Bring your 

cowboy boots and hat! 

Date:  Saturday, August 1      6 - 7pm    Register by: July 24 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation 

Summer 2015 Fitness and Wellness Programs 
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Lost Lake Kayak and Nature Tour - Seniors 55+    2 Sessions!   

Thursday, July 30th 

10am - 11am  and 11:30 - 12:30pm 

Lost Lake Nature Park, 846 Lost Lake Trail 

 

Join a park naturalist as we venture gently into the world of  kayaking.  While we are out in our boats we will 

learn about the nature we see along the way...from basking turtles to the Great Blue Heron fishing in the reeds.  

There are no waves on the lake and the winds are normally pretty calm...the dock is fully accessible which 

makes getting into and out of the kayaks much easier than a shore launch.  Prior kayaking experience necessary.  

Formal instruction not provided. 

Min 5/Max 9 

Residents: $20    Non-residents: $35    Kayak rental included          Register by July 23 

All participants must sign a waiver of liability and wear a life vest.  Items to bring: water, water shoes or light 

weight sneakers, wear synthetic clothing, sunglasses, and bug repellent. At the time of registration we will ask 

you for your approximate height and weight so that we may size you with the proper gear. We paddle in light 

rain (after all, it IS a water sport). However, if there is a 60% or greater chance of thunderstorms 2 hours prior 

to the clinic we will contact you to cancel with a full refund issued or reschedule the clinic. 

Next Step Beginning Kayaking 
Saturday, July  18      12:30pm - 2:30pm 

Saturday, August 8    12:30pm - 2:30pm 

Lost Lake Nature Park, 846 Lost Lake Trail 

 

This clinic is for those who have completed our Fun 

Basics of Kayaking clinic or have some experience at 

kayaking and are looking to increase their skill level. 

This clinic will focus on safety on the water and 

stroke development. Learn how to fit your boat to 

your body on land in order to practice techniques for 

staying in your boat on water to avoid tipping over! 

Discuss what to do if you do tip over. Learn about 

the different types of paddles and the side stroke. 

Then use paddling patterns to practice and perfect 

your paddling strokes. For the more adventurous we 

may have kayak races!  Min 5/Max 9 

Residents: $20     Non-residents: $35 

Kayak rental included 

Class 1 register by July 13 

Class 2 register by August 3 

Fun Basics of Kayaking 
Saturday, July 18       10am - 12pm 

Saturday, August 8    10am - 12pm 

Lost Lake Nature Park, 846 Lost Lake Trail 
 

This clinic is taught both on land and in the water and 

will focus on safety and introductory stroke 

techniques. Learn basic kayaking safety skills such as 

fitting your life jacket, what clothing to wear and 

getting into and out of your kayak from a dock. Basic 

paddling skills include forward, reverse, and turning 

strokes. Designed for new paddlers and anyone who 

would like formal instruction. Lost Lake is open calm 

flat water without jet skis and motor boats. Lost Lake 

Nature Park and it’s beautiful dock and kayak launch 

are universally accessible. 

Min 5/Max 9 

Residents: $20     Non-residents: $35 

Kayak rental included  

Class 1 register by July 13 

Class 2 register by August 3 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation 
Summer 2015 Outdoor Adventure Programs 

See pages8 & 9 for complete program registration information! 
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Kayaks Available for Rental at Lost Lake Nature Park!   

We have recently purchased kayaks to offer park users the opportunity to get out on Lost Lake, where wildlife 

and water lilies abound! Starting June 7th, paddlers can rent kayaks at Lost Lake Nature Park on Saturdays and 

Sundays throughout the warm weather seasons. Lost Lake’s small size and easily accessible kayak launch are 

great for paddlers of all abilities. Take advantage of this opportunity to practice your kayaking skills while 

exploring this 8-acre glacial lake. Kayak, paddle and life vest supplied.  

Note: Weight limit for single kayak is 230lbs. Kayak at your own risk.  

No supervision or instruction is provided.  See our Parks and Recreation Outdoor Adventure 

Program page for complete kayak policy and age requirements: www.oaklandtownship.org. 

 

Registration must be completed one week in advance of requested rental date. 

Anyone under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.  Pre-registration, driver’s license, signed liability waiver, 

rental fee and deposit required.  One person kayak: minimum age 10 years old. Two person kayak: minimum 

age 6 years old with an adult on board.   

 

Rental Dates: 

Saturdays, June 20, 27  10am - 12pm or 12pm - 2pm 

  July 11, 25  10am - 12pm or 12pm - 2pm  

  August 15, 22, 29 10am - 12pm or 12pm - 2pm  

 

Sundays, June 7, 14, 21, 28 12pm - 2pm or 2pm - 4pm  

  July 12, 19, 26  12pm - 2pm or 2pm - 4pm  

  August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 12pm - 2pm or 2pm - 4pm 

Resident Rate: 

1-person kayak for 2 hours     $10/boat 

2-person kayak for 2 hours     $15/boat 

Non-Resident Rate: 

1-person kayak for 2 hours     $20/boat 

2-person kayak for 2 hours     $30/boat 

Draper Twin Lake Kayak and Nature Tour - Adults 

Friday, August 21     6 - 7:30pm 

Draper Twin Lake Park, 1015 Inwood Road 

 

Join a park naturalist for a leisurely guided tour on the beautiful waters of Draper Twin Lake.  While we are out 

on the water we will learn about the nature we see along the way...from resident muskrats building their nests to 

water fowl fishing in the reeds.  Designed for individuals and families; not groups.  Prior kayaking experience is 

necessary. Formal instruction is not provided. The distance from the parking lot to the 

dock, which has lake access for kayaks, is approximately one-half mile via an accessible 

path.   

Min 5/Max 9 

Resident: $20 each  Non-resident: $35 each 

Kayak rental included        Register by August 15th 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation 
Summer 2015 Outdoor Adventure Programs 

See pages8 & 9 for complete program registration information! 
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Yoga On The Lake - Adult 12+ All Levels   Two six-week session series! 
 

Sundays June 21 - August 2 (No Class July 5) 

  August 9 - September 20 (No Class September 6) 

  9:30 - 10:30am 

Lost Lake Nature Park, 846 Lost Lake Trail 

On-site rain location: Lost Lake Nature Center 
 

Wouldn’t you rather be outside this summer? Step out of the studio and enjoy 

doing yoga in the warmth of the sun and in full view of serene Lost Lake. Whether 

you are a seasoned practitioner or newer to yoga this All Levels class is just right 

for you! Bring your own yoga mat. All classes will take place on the dock. 

Led by Red Lotus Yoga instructor.  www.redlotusyoga.com 

No drop-in available - must register for series.  Min 7/Max 10 

Residents: $30     Non-Residents: $60 

Session 1 register by: June 15th; Session 2 register by: August 3. 

Rochester Soccer Club  -  Summer Instructional Soccer Camps  -  Oakland Township 

Now being offered at Marsh View Park in Oakland Township! 

The RSC recreation summer instructional camps will provide all players with individual soccer skill activities 

and lots of age specific soccer games.  All sessions will key on player development in a low stress, fun filled 

environment.  Instruction will consist of highly personalized curriculum in an enjoyable yet challenging 

environment. 
 

Who: Soccer players ages 3 - 12 years old 

When: 6/15 - 6/19, 7/6 - 7/10, 7/13 - 7/17, 7/20 - 7/24, 7/27 - 7/31 

Time: 1-2:30pm, Monday - Friday 

Location: Marsh View Park, 3100 East Clarkston Road, Oakland, 48363 

Cost: $80 per week, campers receive an RSC summer camp t-shirt 

Things to bring: soccer ball, soccer shoes, shin guards, soccer apparel and water 

The Staff: Coaching staff will include top soccer professionals from 

the Rochester Soccer Club as well as current and alumni RSC players. 

For further information and to register: 

visit the website www.rscsoccer.org or email office@rscsoccer.org or call: 248-650-0113 

Register by mailing this form before the deadline date with check made payable to: 

 Oakland Township Parks and Recreation, 4393 Collins Road, Rochester, MI 48306 

or visit us at 4480 Orion Road, 2nd Floor, Rochester, MI 48306 8-4:30, M-F; to pay with MasterCard, 

Discover or American Express. 

Name       Daytime Phone        

Address              

Program Title/Date             

Participants Names and Ages:           

              

              

 Total fee enclosed:       
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INTRODUCTION TO ARCHERY ALL AGES   

(Ages 8 - Adult) 

This is a “Taste of Archery” class. This class will give 

all participants a brief introduction to target archery 

using a compound bow. If you love it, take the 

Explore Archery summer camp! 

All equipment provided.  Participants can choose 

from any one of the following classes. 

Min 5/Max 10 students per class. 1 class only. 

Resident:  $10 each         Non-Resident:  $15 each 

Mondays 6/15/15 or 6/22/15 or 6/29/15 or  

  7/13/15 or 7/27/15 or  

  8/3/15 or 8/10/15 

Classes are from 6:00 - 7:30pm.  Stay for Open 

Shoot from 7:30 - 8:30! 

OPEN RANGE SHOOT - ALL AGES  

(Ages 8 - Adult) 

Free to the public.  No registration required! 

Drop-in opportunity to practice archery skills! Prior 

archery experience necessary. No instruction 

provided. Monitored by a safety officer. Bring your 

own equipment or use ours on first-come, first-serve 

basis. No broadhead or crossbows allowed.  Children 

between 8 and 17 years of age must be accompanied 

by an adult. 

Mondays 6/15/15, 6/22/15, 6/29/15 

  7/13/15, 7/27/15 

  8/3/15, 8/10/15 

Open shoots are from 7:30 - 8:30pm 

BEGINNING ARCHERY ALL AGES 

(Ages 8 - Adult) 

Learn the fundamentals of archery while you review 

equipment, learn about safety, learn basic shooting 

skills & have fun! All equipment provided. 5 - week 

session.  

Min 10/Max14 students per class. 

Residents: $60   Non-Resident: $77 

Fridays  6/19/15 - 7/24/15 

Register by:  6/5/15  (no class 7/3/15) 

Classes are from 6:00 - 7:30pm 

INTERMEDIATE ARCHERY ALL AGES 

(Ages 8 - Adult) 

This class is for archers who have taken Beginning 

Archery and archers with some experience. Focus will 

be on improving your archery form and accuracy. All 

equipment provided or archers may use their own 

equipment. 

No crossbows. 5 - week session. 

Min 10/Max 14 students per class. 

Resident: $60   Non-Resident:  $77 

Tuesdays  7/28 - 8/25      Register by: 7/14/15 

Classes are from 6:00 - 7:30pm 

Come join our Explore Archery camp this summer! Ages 8 - 18 

Aiming to create a fun environment for motivated archers! 

Explore Archery is a new and innovative archery education program focused on introducing beginners to the 

lifelong sport of archery. In Explore Archery, campers earn achievement awards through active  participation in 

individual and team-building activities that require fundamental skills, a competitive edge and a bit of creativity 

- and not based on campers’ athletic abilities or their capabilities to shoot a perfect score.  It is fun, rewarding, 

developmentally progressive and - most important - safe. 

http://www.teamusa.org/USA-Archery/Archers/Explore-Archery/Find-a-Program 

July 13 - 17, 2015     3:30 - 5:30pm 

Resident:  $75.00    Non-Resident:  $90.00 

Register by: June 30 

Summer Archery Offerings 

Oakland Township residents can register now. Non-residents can register one week 

prior to each program’s registration deadline.  All registrations with payment are 

due in our office at least one week prior to the start of each class.  Use the form at 

left for all programs listed on pages 4-9 (except soccer camps and kayak rentals). 
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The Natural Areas Notebook will let you know what’s flowering in the parks, what stewardship work we’ve been doing 

and help you find out about the latest volunteer opportunities  -  find this and much more at oaklandnaturalareas.com. 

 

By Dr. Ben VanderWeide, Natural Areas Stewardship Manager 

Habitat Helpers – Stewardship Days at Oakland Township Parks 

By Chris Bunch, Executive Director, Six Rivers Land Conservancy 

   This summer Oakland Township Parks and Recreation (OTPR) and Six Rivers Land Conservancy are teaming 

up to engage neighbors of OTPR parks in helping to manage and improve habitat. OTPR and Six Rivers are 

sharing a summer stewardship technician, Zach Peklo (See page 16 for his bio), who will manage neighbor 

communications and coordinate field days. Watch for notices about opportunities to join in learning about and 

caring for the Nature Near You—the parks that are right in your backyard! At the end of the summer there will 

be a party to celebrate the season and connect with neighbors who worked on projects at the different parks. 

   Several of the Township Parks’ natural areas are protected by conservation easements held by Six Rivers.  

The easements ensure these parks will always remain natural, regardless of changes in public policy.  This fur-

ther ensures future generations will continue to enjoy the benefits of the beautiful places and healthy, vibrant 

natural systems that are such an important part of life in Oakland Township. 

Volunteer Workdays 

Make way for native plants! We are 

removing invasive shrubs and trees 

to help native species thrive. Fields 

at Draper Twin Lake Park and 

Charles Ilsley Park will be planted 

to native prairie species this fall. 

Wear solid boots, long pants, and a 

long-sleeved shirt and bring water 

and a snack. Tools and training will 

be provided. Expect the work to be 

physical in nature. All workdays are 

9 am to 12 pm. 

Lost Lake Nature Park – 

June 20, 23, 30 

Draper Twin Lake Park – 

July 7, 11, 14, 21, 25, 28 

Charles Ilsley Park – August 

4, 8, 11, 18, 22, 25 

 

Weekly Bird Walks 

Join us every Wednesday at 7:30 am 

from June to August to help us im-

prove bird habitat. We’ll start with a 

one hour bird walk to document 

species using our parks. Stick 

around after the walk to improve 

bird habitat by removing invasive 

species and planting native species. 

Some extra binoculars are available 

if you contact us in advance.  

1st Wednesday of month – Bear 
Creek Nature Park 

2nd Wednesday of month – 
Cranberry Lake Park 

3rd Wednesday of month – 
Blue Heron Environmental 
Area 

4th Wednesday of month – 
Draper Twin Lake Park 

5th Wednesday of July – Lost 
Lake Nature Park 

Phragmites Control 

Workshops 

We will walk through the basics of 

Phragmites control, including iden-

tifying Phragmites, getting supplies, 

timing of control, getting permits, 

and the actual control work. The 

entire workshop will last about 1 

hour. Meet at Gallagher Creek Park, 

2780 Silver Bell Rd. 

June 18, 2015, 6:30 pm 

July 30, 2015, 6:30 pm 

Natural Areas Stewardship Events 

Please come out and join us for one of these free events!  Drop-ins are welcome, but it’s best if you email or call 

Ben VanderWeide in advance so that we can bring enough tools and supplies 

(bvanderweide@oaklandtownship.org, 248-651-7810 ext 401).  All minors must have a waiver signed by a 

guardian, and minors under 14 must be accompanied by a guardian.  Updated information on these events can be 

found on our blog at oaklandnaturalareas.com. 
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The Mission of Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission is to provide a 

sustainable system of parks, trails, programs, amenities, and services which create 

memorable experiences and a sense of place, contributes to the economic value of the 

Township and preserves the historical and natural heritage of the landscapes for existing 

and future generations. 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation 

2014 Annual Report 
By Melinda (Mindy) Milos-Dale, Director 

Message from the Director 

Mindy and Olaf at Winter Carnival 

Photo by Becky McLogan 

In 2014 the Oakland Township Parks and Recreation 

Commission (PRC) celebrated its 40th year preserving 

the township’s natural beauty and meeting residents’ 

needs for recreation.  Since 1974 the Commission has 

protected more than 1100 acres of park land, 

constructed a variety of recreation facilities, expanded 

the type and number of recreation programs offered, 

and initiated successful events such as Music in the 

Meadows and Winter Carnival. 

Mindy Milos-Dale, Director, MLA, MBA 

I am pleased to present the 2014 annual report which describes how the Commission and staff are meeting our 

residents’ expectations.  This year a significant amount of time was devoted to transforming those preferences 

into a 5-Year Master Plan with feasible objectives.  Resulting master plan projects that will be initiated in 2015 

include playground, picnic and trail improvements at Gallagher Creek Park, a new parking lot to service the 

Paint Creek Trail, and a park signage master plan.   

In 2015 the OTPRC is focused on meeting the need for Marsh View Park’s additional parking and archery range 

expansion as well as addressing stream bank stabilization along the Paint Creek Trail.  We will also be awaiting 

a recommendation on a state grant which would provide funding to expand Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park’s 

vehicular and pedestrian accessibility, and natural area protection.   

The Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission and staff are proud to be entrusted with the care of 

Oakland Township Parks, one of the finest local park systems in the Midwest. 
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Bringing the Master Planning to More Residents! 

During 2014 Oakland Township residents helped guide the future direction of our Township parks and 

recreation system by participating in the 5-year master planning process.   During this process there were several 

“firsts” including the most parks and recreation surveys ever distributed (approx. 6000 mailed to Township 

residents), the opportunity to respond to a survey via the internet, the establishment of our first Master Plan web 

page to provide current information and public participation, and live-streaming of public meetings where the 

Master Plan was reviewed and commented upon.  

Parks Usage and Program Participation on the Rise! 

The Parks and Recreation Commission worked with professional parks and recreation planners at Johnson Hill- 

Land Ethics Studio to evaluate all available parks and recreation opportunities in conjunction with the wants and 

needs of the community. The Resident Survey quantified that Oakland Township Parks and Programs usage has 

increased during the last five years; reflecting the popularity of new facilities such as the sledding hill at Lost 

Lake Nature Park and well-attended events such as the Music in the Meadows outdoor summer concert series.    

Residents’ Parks and Recreation Preferences Remain Consistent! 

Survey data also demonstrated that residents continue to prefer Township parks that retain a rustic character and 

emphasize the protection of natural areas.  While the most avid users of programs are parents with children in 

the household, those over 55 clearly indicated an interest in programs and activities designed for their age group.  

Facility improvements most desired by residents included trails, sledding hills, ice skating rinks, natural areas 

and greenspace, a nature center, a dog park, canoe/kayak launches, an outdoor adventure park, fishing docks, 

picnic shelters and playground structures.  These preferences are reflected in the 2015 – 2019 Parks, Recreation, 

and Land Preservation Master Plan’s goals, strategies and actions; 10 revised park concept plans, and an updated 

5-year capital improvement plan. 

2015 – 2019 Parks, Recreation, & Land Preservation Master Plan 

Master Plan Community Open House 

“More trails and connections for 

hikers and bikers, less maintenance

-intensive facilities.  More parks 

with more natural areas.  We have 

development all around us.  We 

don’t need it here too.  We can be 

different.”  

A Resident’s Comment from 2014 

Parks & Recreation Survey  
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Recreation Programs and Special Events 

In 2014 our recreation department capitalized on popular facilities and events, expanding our programming 

offerings to include more fitness and wellness and adult-oriented programs and starting an important 

collaboration with Rochester Community Schools and Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve.    

Maximizing Use of Marsh View Park Facilities! 

The number of people using our Marsh View Park athletic facilities increases every year.  Our new summer 

soccer camps attracted 87 youth (3-12 years old) and our archery program series is on-target:   105 archers of all 

ages learned this lifetime sport in introductory, beginning, and intermediate classes. 

Milestones Achieved for Nature Study/Recreation Facilities Funded by MNRTF Grant and Millages! 

2014 was the first year that the Lost Lake Nature Park nature center hosted 40+ field trips led by Dinosaur 

Hill Nature Preserve naturalists for more than 1000 Rochester Community Schools’ second and third grade 

students.   In addition, improvements to the sled hill, night-time sledding, our warming shelter, and a record-

breaking snowfall were an irresistible combination for more than 1000 sledders.  

Just for Adults! 

In addition to our residents’ favorite nature programs which teach skills such as fishing, kayaking, and maple 

sugaring, adults appreciated our new birdwatching programs and new Yoga on the Lake class.  

Unique Special Events Celebrate our Parks, Heritage and Changing Seasons! 

All-season special events encourage residents to visit new Township parks and enjoy new activities.  

v Winter Olympics Carnival had 150 medal contenders for biathlon, snow shoe, luge, and hockey! 

v Music in the Meadows jazz, bluegrass, and classical concerts reached 1000 music lovers!  

v 400 attendees enjoyed Goodison Good Tyme’s combination of games, rock climbing, crafts, live music 

and food with family, friends and neighbors at Bear Creek Nature Park. 

2014 Soccer Camp at Marsh View Park 

“I play in adult soccer leagues throughout 

greater Detroit - on rare occasions we played at 

Marsh View Park - the field is the nicest one we 

play on - thanks for making it available.  It gives 

visitors a very positive impression of Oakland 

Township, I’m glad to say I live here.” 

 

A Resident’s Comment from 2014 Parks and 

Recreation Survey 
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Natural Areas Stewardship  

Five Turtles Line Up On a Log at Bear Creek Nature Park 

Partnering on Natural Area Restoration!   

Historically, the majority of our Township was covered by a combination of prairie plants interspersed with oak 

trees.  We are partnering on grant-funded prairie restoration and conservation projects that will bring 

greater native plant and animal diversity to our parks.  These include a $15,200 US Fish and Wildlife Service 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Grant for prairie restoration at Charles Ilsley Park and Draper Twin Lakes Park 

and a $25,000 USDA Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) grant to improve insect pollinator habitat in 

seven areas along the Paint Creek Trail. 

Small Parks Pay Large Dividends!   

Dr. Ben VanderWeide inventoried 105 different native plant species in our .5-acre Paint Creek Heritage Area- 

Fen located along the Paint Creek Trail.  In fact several small but important fens are also located in our Paint 

Creek Heritage Area – Wet Prairie and Gallagher Creek Parks.  What is a fen?  Prairie fens are wetland 

communities that occur in southern Michigan where cold, calcareous, groundwater-fed springs reach the surface; 

supporting a unique combination of vegetation that is dominated by grasses and sedges.  Today, most prairie 

fens are significantly reduced in size as a result of shrub and tree establishment.  This is why we maintain their 

open structure through prescribed burning. 

Natural Area Management Activities Accomplished in All Seasons! 

v Invasive plant management (including removal of garlic mustard, swallowwort, Japanese knotweed, autumn 

olive, bittersweet, and glossy buckthorn) and native plant seeding occurred at 14 Oakland Township parks 

(in addition to the USFWS and WHIP grant work described above). 

v Successful completion of Phragmites management at ten Township parks totaled 10.5 acres. 

v Stewardship staff supervised and assisted at six spring prescribed burns that took place at Bear Creek Nature 

Park, Charles Ilsley Park and along the Paint Creek Trail.   

“I love living in Oakland Twp. 

because of the open spaces and 

natural beauty.  It is extremely 

important to me to retain the 

natural beauty of the area.” 

 

A Resident’s Comment from 

2014 Parks and Recreation 

Survey  
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Community Engagement 

Our Maintenance Staff collaborated on a record-breaking number of 

seven successful Eagle Scout Projects!   The scouts and their worth-

while improvements varied from Sean Clark’s bench installation at 

Marsh View Park to Michael Whitney’s split rail fence, Grant 

Krause’s pedestrian bridge, and Jack Angus’ wooden boardwalk at 

Cranberry Lake Park and  included projects installed at numerous 

parks including Zachary Kunkel’s and Tyler Koch’s  informational 

kiosks  and Mitchell Collins’ cedar map boxes. 

In 2014 we set new standards for collaborating and communicating with our community!   

Volunteer Opportunities Expanding! 

Our Natural Areas Stewardship Staff’s invitation to work side-by-side with volunteers motivated 14 individuals 

and the SEMCC (Southeast Michigan Student Conservation Corps) to invest more than 300 hours removing 

invasive plants from our park natural habitats.   

In June 2014 we launched the Natural Areas Notebook (oaklandnaturalareas.com), the Oakland Township 

Parks natural areas stewardship blog. The blog contains information about stewardship events, volunteer 

opportunities, prescribed burning, grassland restoration, and regular posts on stewardship work or natural history 

observations.  During the last half of 2014 we published 53 blog posts that were viewed by 1044 visitors! 

 

More Resources Devoted to Maintenance of Existing Facilities 

Did you know that the Parks and Recreation staff maintain facilities at 10 actively-used Township parks which 

include 21 miles of internal park trails (including boardwalks, bridges and observation decks), 11 parking lots 

(including trash removal, resurfacing, and snow 

plowing), four soccer fields, a 10-lane archery 

range, two fishing docks, basketball court, picnic 

areas, playground, four sets of buildings, a sled 

hill, and a new ice rink at Marsh View Park?  In 

our recent Parks and Recreation Survey residents 

rated the maintenance and improvement of 

existing facilities as a top priority.  To maintain 

our park system’s high standards for cleanliness 

and safety the Commission has recruited 

additional qualified maintenance staff to meet 

these increasing needs as we add new recreation 

facilities. 

New Ways to Communicate with You! Eagle Scout Kiosk Project at  
Bear Creek Nature Park 
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Affordable Recreation Encourages Participation! 

We also pass cost savings on to our park users by offering recreation facilities and equipment for rent at reduced 

fees.  In fall 2014, OTPRC established a kayak rental at Lost Lake Nature Park for three-season weekend 

use.  This is a great park to practice this lifetime sport as you glide into the lake from 

our universally-accessible kayak launch.   OTPRC also recently voted to retain the 

long-standing $25 resident rental fee for the Bear Creek Nature Park picnic pavilion, 

which is one of the best deals around! 

Sustainability  

Bringing it In-House! 

Maintenance and Stewardship Staff have reduced costs by taking on 

projects in lieu of hiring contractors.  These included removing 

more than 100 hazardous trees, replacing chain link fences, recon-

structing pedestrian bridges, performing botanical baseline surveys, 

clearing trail shoulders and prairie restoration areas of unwanted 

vegetation, re-painting building exteriors, and recycling paper, 

glass, plastics and metals generated at parks and offices. 

OTPR provides a high standard of service to our community while remaining within budget by carefully 

planning projects, utilizing the expertise of our talented staff, locating cost-effective solutions, encouraging 

teamwork, and conserving resources. 

Team Work is the Secret! 

Maintenance and Stewardship Staff increased their effectiveness by improving storage 

and organization at the Watershed Ridge Maintenance Facility, providing an area 

where they can work during all seasons.  These two groups also teamed to inventory 

and monitor log jams on Paint Creek to prevent stream bank erosion in sensitive areas. 

Mill Race Trail Stairs and Bridge Renovation 

Photo by Doug Caruso 

Rock Climbing at 

Goodison Good Tyme 

Did you know that 

special events such as 

Goodison Good Tyme 

and Winter Carnival 

require the participation 

of every OTPR 

employee?  Our small 

staff diligently invests 

the time and effort to 

offer first-class special 

events to our residents! 

2014 OTPRC Officers 

Vice Chairperson Colleen Barkham, Secretary Alice Tomboulian, Commissioners David Mackley, Joe Peruzzi, 

and Ann Marie Rogers, Treasurer Roger Schmidt and Chairperson Andy Zale 

Parks and Recreation Office  4393 Collins Road, Rochester, MI 48306   248-651-7810  

www.oaklandtownship.org 
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Budget Summary for Fiscal Year 2014 

Excess Revenues over Expenditures—$197,422 
This information will be subject to an independent audit in 2015. 

$1,596,440 , 
93.75%

$47,158 , 2.77%

$27,950 , 1.64% $23,283 , 1.37%

$8,051 , 0.47%

Total Revenues = $1,702,882

Parks and Land 
Preservation Millages

Paint Creek Trail Payroll 
Administration

Investment Income

Charges for Services

Other

$747,550 , 
49.66%

$576,726 , 
38.31%

$81,949 , 5.44%

$52,135 , 3.46% $47,100 , 3.13%

Total Expenditures = $1,505,460
Operation of Parks, Facilities, 
Programs and Natural Areas 
Stewardship

Capital Improvements

Office Operation/Administrative 
Services

Public Input and Master Planning

Paint Creek Trail Payroll 
Administration
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

10                      
12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

11 12 13                                
7:30am Bird Walk 

BCNP                                      

7pm PRC Mtg. 

14 15 16     8:45am Open 
Range MVP                     

10am /12pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

17                                           
12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

18 19 20                             

7:30am Bird Walk 
CLP                                  

Six Rivers                    

Adventure League 

Hike 

21 22 23                               
OTHS at Rochester 

Heritage Days 

24                                
OTHS at              

Rochester                  

Heritage Days 

25                           
Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

26 27   7:30am Bird 
Walk DTLP                                

11am Habitat Hunt 

LLNP  

28 29 30   8:45am Open 
Range MVP                               

10am/12pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

31                          
12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

      

May 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3    6:30pm OTHS  

Picnic CLF     7:30am 

Bird Walk BCNP 

4 5 6   10am Basic 

Kayak  12:30pm 
Begin Kayak  

LLNP 

7                                       

12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

8 9                                

4:30pm  Water 

Rockets OCSD 

10          7pm PRC 

Mtg.;  7:30am Bird 

Walk CLP 

11 12                     7pm 

Concert BCNP 

13                                       

10am Free Fishing 

LLNP 

14   10am Free 

Fishing DTLP     
12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

15  6pm Intro  

Archery  MVP   
7:30pm Open 

Range Shoot MVP 

16                                         

6pm Tai Chi  starts 

BCNP 

17                            

7:30am Bird Walk 

CLP 

18                               

6:30pm Phragmites 

Workshop GCP 

19                           

6pm Beginning              

Archery starts 

20  9am Bird Calls 

BCNP                 
10am/12pm Kayak  

Rentals LLNP 7pm 

Square Dance CLF 

21   9:30am Yoga 

starts LLNP       
12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

22       6pm Intro 

Archery  MVP; 
7:30pm Open 

Range Shoot MVP 

23                                   

9am Volunteer 

Workday LLNP 

24                                

7:30am Bird Walk 

DTLP 

25                          

10am-Plein Air 

Painting CLF 

26 27   10am/12pm 

Kayak Rentals 
LLNP                           

6pm Dancing MVP 

28                          

12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

29  6pm Intro 

Archery  MVP 
7:30pm Open 

Range Shoot MVP 

30                               

9am Volunteer 

Workday LLNP 

    

June 2015 

ABBREVIATIONS: ASNN-After School Nature Nuts, BCNP-Bear Creek Nature Park, BHEA-Blue Heron Environmental Area, CLF-

Cranberry Lake Farm, CLP-Cranberry Lake Park, CIP-Charles Ilsley Park, DTLP-Draper Twin Lake Park, GCP-Gallagher Creek Park, 

LLNC-Lost Lake Nature Center, LLNP-Lost Lake Nature Park, MTH-Main Township Hall, MVP-Marsh View Park, MVC-Marsh View Con-

nector,  MRT-Mill Race Trail,  OCP-Oakland County Parks,  OCSD- Oakland County Sheriff Department, OT-Oakland Township, OTPS-

Oakland Township Parks Stewardship, ONP-O’Connor Nature Park, OTHS-Oakland Township Historical Society, PCCM-Paint Creek Cider 

Mill, PCT-Paint Creek Trail, PCHAWP-Paint Creek Heritage Area Wet Prairie,  PPP-Preschool Park Pals, PRC-Parks and Recreation Commis-

sion, SCRNP-Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park, WRP-Watershed Ridge Park 

              Soccer Camp Week Marsh View Park 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1   10am/12pm 

Kayak  Rentals 
LLNP; 

6pm Dancing MVP 

2   12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

3         6pm Intro         

Archery  MVP 
7:30pm Open 

Range Shoot MVP 

4                                         

9am Volunteer 

Workday  CIP 

5                              

7:30am Bird Walk 

BCNP 

6 7 8   9am Volunteer 

Workday CIP; 10am 
Basic Kayak;  

12:30pm Begin 

Kayak  LLNP 

9  12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP   

1pm-Garden CLP 

10    6pm Intro  

Archery  MVP 
7:30pm Open 

Range Shoot MVP 

11                                        

9am Volunteer 

Workday  CIP 

12    7:30am Bird 

Walk CLP             
7pm PRC Mtg. 

MTH 

13 14 15     10am/12pm 

Kayak Rentals 

LLNP 

16  12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

17 18                                            

9am Volunteer 

Workday  CIP 

19                                   

7:30am Bird Walk 

CLP 

20 21 

6pm Kayak Tour 

DTLP 

22    12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP; 
9am Volunteer 

Workday  CIP 

23  Kayak 

30  

Kayak 

24 

31 

25                                   

9am Volunteer 

Workday  CIP 

26                            

7:30am Bird Walk 

DTLP 

27 28 

7pm Concert BCNP 

29  12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

August 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1     7:30am Bird 

Walk BCNP 
2 3        Offices 

Closed  

4      Independence 

Day 

5 6 7     9am Volunteer 

Workday  DTLP   

8    7:30am Bird 

Walk CLP;      7pm  

PRC Mtg. MTH 

9 10 11  9am Volunteer 
Workday DTLP; 
10am/12pm Kayak 
Rentals LLNP; 6pm 
Dancing MVP 

12     12/2pm 

Kayak Rentals 

LLNP 

13  6pm Intro          

Archery  MVP 
7:30pm Open 

Range Shoot MVP 

14    9am Volunteer 

Workday  DTLP 
10am Sticks BCNP 

6:30pm Walking 

Dead  MVP 

15   7:30am Bird 

Walk CLP 

16 17 18  10am Basic 

Kayak  12:30pm 
Begin Kayak  LLNP                 

6pm Dancing MVP 

19                                  

12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

20 21    9am Volunteer 

Workday  DTLP 

22     7:30am Bird 

Walk DTLP 

23 24 7pm Concert 

CLP 

25  10am/12pm 

Kayak Rentals 

LLNP;    

9am Volunteer  

Workday  DTLP 

26                                    

12/2pm Kayak 

Rentals LLNP 

27  6pm Intro             

Archery  MVP 
7:30pm Open 

Range Shoot MVP 

28   9am Volunteer 

Workday  DTLP  
6pm Intermediate 

Archery starts MVP 

29                               

7:30am Bird Walk 

LLNP 

30     10/11:30am 

Kayak Tour LLNP                           
6:30pm Phragmites 

Workshop GCP 

31  

July 2015 

Oakland Township Park Activities                                                    

Registration is required! See page 8-9 for complete registration information on all Oakland Township programs. 

Soccer Camp Week Marsh View Park 

                                                     Soccer Camp Week  Marsh View Park 

                                                     Soccer Camp Week Marsh View Park 

                                   Explore Archery and Soccer Camp Week  Marsh View Park  
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CRANBERRY LAKE FARM HISTORIC DISTRICT 

A historical community center - work in progress for you! 

388 West Predmore Road, Oakland Township 

Thursday, June 25, 2015 from 10 AM to 2 PM 
Painting “en Plein Aire” refers to painting in “fresh air” or out-of-

doors. Seven local professional artists will be teaching this class at 

CLF. The historic district provides varied subject matter including 

historical buildings, beautiful landscapes and distant vistas. The 

artists teaching this workshop create in all art materials and use 

both realism and abstraction styles. You will have a general 

information discussion and then have individual attention from the 

various artists as they work by your side. A materials list of your 

needed supplies is available upon registration.  
 

Cost:  $25 for class, bring your own materials 

and bag lunch –  

Register by 6/22/15          

Optional:  If you would like a Box Lunch 

provided add $10 to registration fee 

bbarber@oaklandtownship.org 

HDC Office 248-608-6807 

Square Dancing 

Vintage family dance 

In the historic district 

By the Flumerfelt barn 

 

May 23 & 24- Greater Rochester Heritage Days 
OTHS sells a variety of hardy ground covers, bleeding hearts, and other 

perennials at great prices on a first-come, first-served basis.  We have 

wagons to cart plants to your vehicle and will hold your selections while 

you enjoy the festival. Saturday, 11am-6pm and Sunday, 11am-5pm at 

the Municipal Park in Rochester.  Donations of plants are welcome. 

June 3-  Picnic and Program- Cranberry Lake Farm 

History of the Stony Creek Metro Park and the Shelden Estate by 

Jerry Sieja and Anthony Kowalchick.  They have new research to share!  

Time:  6:30 pm  Picnic- Bring a dish to pass.  Program will follow  

immediately after nominations/meeting. 

Find more information at www.oaklandtownship.org under Historic District Commission 

www.oaklandtownshiphistoricalsociety.org 

Upcoming Events 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org
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     The beautiful sound of serenading birds provides the perfect backdrop to any 

woodland stroll. It just wouldn't be a walk in the woods without the constant chirp, tweet, 

chirrup and chorus of our avian friends singing their hearts out. If you pause long enough 

to enjoy the symphony of nature you may find yourself asking questions many naturalists 

catch themselves pondering: When?  Why?  How?  Who? 

     When?  A calm spring morning can provide a cacophony of song.  This is more than a 

casual observation…science has determined that birds sing more in the morning hours 

than during any other time of day or night.  Mornings are calm and quiet and that 

provides one explanation of why birds are singing the most at this time…birds sing in 

order to communicate so it is obviously important that they can be heard.  During still 

morning hours, there is less wind and other noise to interfere with their being heard by 

friend or foe.  There are other possible explanations.  Contrary to the popular phrase “the 

(Continued on page 15) 

 

G C A E O E Q E D Q H P F W V 

N C A K A E N S D D V U I P A 

I N S R M G U O P R I F N W B 

G U H M D R L Y T R A K C U P 

N T D P O I B E E Q Q L H M M 

I H K H P R N K P O A K L Y K 

S A C I B Q C A R E L B R A W 

D T T F U E L J L R O B I N M 

U C D O P V W G H T S W O R C 

H H P D J E O R E P R G X N U 

Q S O C H I C K A D E E H C J 

Y O O N O Z W R V D W J X O D 

W H I Y G P R N H W A O F Y G 

V U I H O O J M G R G N I Z Z 

O X P I W A C O J Q J P S H P 

   

CARDINAL CHICKADEE CHORUS 

CROW EAGLE FINCH 

MALLARD NUTHATCH OWL 

PITCH ROBIN SINGING 

SPARROW TONE WARBLER 

WOODPECKER   

Morning Siren Song 
By Sue M. Neal, Executive Director, Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve 

Birds in Michigan! 
By:  Joel Miller, Staff Naturalist, Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve 

How many bird words can you find in the word search? 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fbird-feeder-clip-art&ei=6f00VeyhBYKWgwTAsoCoAQ&bvm=bv.91071109,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGZSwXXGtiXvFnyIQlUb3Vm0LwQuA&ust=1429622621486996
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early bird gets the worm”, early morning is not a good 

time for hunting insects.  The light intensity is low and 

the insects are less active still because of the cool 

night.  This means hunting for insects is less 

productive and so some bird behavior experts believe 

that birds have some extra “free time” during the early 

morning hours and so dedicate this time to their 

singing. 

     Why?  There are a few instinctual reasons that our 

feathered friends sing out into the world: to impress 

the girls, to claim territory, and to warn their friends of 

danger.  The mating calls tend to be the most elaborate.  

Some speculate that females judge males on things 

such as frequency and volume of their calls.  Only a 

healthy male could sustain a long, continual and loud 

song.  Defense calls are often simple and can be a 

single note or sharp chirp to warn a predator or 

competitor to “stay away” or to warn others in the 

flock of approaching danger.  Sometimes flocks even 

join together in song either singing in unison or with 

each individual singing a small section of a single 

song. 

     How?  The structure and use of song in birds is 

quite similar to the structure and use of spoken words 

in humans.  The way the sound is produced, however, 

is quite different.  Some birds make sounds that are not 

songs at all…such as a woodpecker pecking at a tree or 

the drumming of a ruffed grouse as it beats its wings to 

compress air and make its very distinct thumping 

noise.  The most common sound however is of course 

a birds song.  A human 

vocalizes using the larynx or 

“voice box”.  Birds have a 

similar structure called a 

syrinx.  Instead of being 

located at the top of the wind 

pipe near the throat (as the 

larynx is in humans), the syrinx is located in the birds 

chest.  The syrinx has two mirror imaged halves, each 

associated with a separate bronchus.  This is sort of the 

equivalent of having two voice boxes.  This physical 

structure allows the bird to simultaneously produce 

two unique sounds. Additionally, the bird can regulate 

both the pitch (frequency) and the loudness 

(amplitude) of the two sounds independently.  This 

allows for an incredibly diverse number of different 

vocalizations.  Birds are also capable of maintaining 

their song for a lengthy period of time by taking rapid, 

small inhalations or even by making sounds on both 

inhalation and exhalation.  Skylarks have been known 

to sing continuously for up to 18 minutes…phew!  

We’ve heard of filibustering but talking without 

noticeable interruption for this long is beyond the 

scope of even our most seasoned politicians!  The 

complex physiology and acoustics of the bird is unique 

among the entire animal kingdom.  Their vocalizations 

are more complex than any other animal including 

humans!! 

     Who?  Birds learn song snippets from their parents, 

then learn certain rules so they can combine these 

snippets into a variety of songs.  A bird can often 

recognize another individual bird by the pattern of his 

call.  While learning to recognize an individual bird is 

probably outside of the scope of your average human 

ability you can certainly learn to recognize some 

common calls of a species of birds.  Learning common 

calls increases your enjoyment of any walk in the 

woods and is a fun and impressive skill to foster.  

Consider attending our upcoming Bird Calls program, 

Saturday, July 20 (See page 4).  Of course, even that 

program won’t prepare you if you are out on the trails 

of a Township park and encounter a Brown Thrasher…

a talented imitator who may have a repertoire of 

upwards of 2000 unique songs! 

(Continued from page 14) 

Morning Siren Song 
By Sue M. Neal, Executive Director, Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve 
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Parks and Recreation Team Update 

Daniel Amore  I am a 7th grade social studies teacher at Van Hoosen Middle 

School where I also serve as Athletic Director, and archery coach.  When I’m not at 

school, I enjoy hiking and biking with my wife Anna, hunting, fishing, and many 

other outdoor activities.  I’ve been addicted to the outdoors and archery for as long 

as I can remember.  My hobbies have always been a very positive influence in my 

life and one of my proudest accomplishments is sharing these benefits with my 

students.  I’m looking forward to helping to expand the great sport of archery in 

Oakland Township and being a part of such a wonderful community! 
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We’re looking for more Park Stewards for our parks! You are qualified if you are enthusiastic about nature 

and would like to take a leadership role in caring for the natural areas in a township park near you. The time 

commitment ranges from one to several hours per month depending on your availability and interest. 

Possible tasks include controlling invasive species, photo monitoring, plant and animal surveys, assisting 

with prescribed burning, and other opportunities that interest you. We will provide training opportunities to 

help you learn any new skills. Contact Ben VanderWeide, the Natural Areas Stewardship Manager, to learn 

more! 

Volunteer Park Steward… (Continued from page 2) 
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Zachary Peklo will lead the Oakland Township Parks and Six Rivers Land Conservancy 

joint outreach effort this summer (See page 10). Zach is finishing his first year at Grand 

Valley State University with a degree in Natural Resource Management and a minor in 

Geology. Zach is a township resident and loves the expansive network of parks that are 

close at hand. He finds it rewarding working in nature, and especially helping to educate 

others about the natural areas we have around us. In his free time, he enjoys fishing in the 

many nature areas locally and hunting throughout the state. 

Andrea Nadjarian is currently pursuing a major in Natural Resource Management and a minor 

in Biology at Grand Valley State University. Andrea graduated from Rochester High School 

and has always loved the outdoors. She is fascinated by the relationships among wildlife and 

has a passion for preserving natural areas and tackling invasive species that threaten Michigan’s 

native species. Andrea cannot wait to work in the natural areas near where she grew up. 

Weston Hillier graduated from Western Michigan University in 2014 with degrees in 

Biological Sciences and Environmental Studies. He is very passionate about preserving natural 

areas to sustain Michigan’s biodiversity. Weston has experience with organic crop production, 

Michigan native landscaping, and sustainable land management techniques. As a hobby, 

Weston is a beekeeper and loves to educate on the ecological significance of honey bees and 

native pollinators. He is excited for the opportunity to continue making our parks great places 

for all community members to enjoy! 
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David Vecellio is currently enrolled in Oakland University studying Environmental 

Sciences with a specialization in Natural Resource Management and Sustainability. He 

grew up in Oakland Township and is very excited to work with us.  In his leisure time 

he enjoys bass fishing in lakes found throughout the area.  He is an avid outdoorsmen 

and enjoys hiking, kayaking, and camping during Michigan summers. 

2015 Seasonal Staff 
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The proposed SCRNP Expansion offers natural resource protection and recreation opportunities.  The 209 acres 

is a high priority for natural area preservation.  The majority of the Stony Creek, one of the highest quality 

tributaries of the Clinton River, flows through privately owned lands and this project offers a unique opportunity 

to protect highly valued habitats both on this parcel as well as downstream.  This additional land would connect 

trail and ecological corridors with both Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park and Stony Creek Metropark, increasing 

the length of proposed multi-use trails to more than two miles.  The SCRNP Expansion will also improve this 

park’s accessibility and visibility by adding 2000 linear feet of frontage on Snell Road as well as area for the 

appropriate siting of a park entry road, parking lot, and trail head. 

The MNRTF provides a source of funding for the acquisition of public lands for resource protection and the 

development of public outdoor recreation.  MNRTF funding is derived from lease and royalty payments 

generated from State-owned oil, gas, and mineral rights.  In December 2015 the MNRTF Board will make grant 

funding recommendations. 

SCRNP Expansion Grant … (Continued from page 1) 

 The Dish on Dumping 

For many of you, Oakland Township Parks are in your 

back yard…literally.  For some, these areas may seem like 

a fine place to dump your excess yard waste –but they’re 

not. Your park’s natural areas maintain a balanced nutrient 

cycle, handling only as much debris and nutrients as they 

produce internally.  Additional waste throws off this 

delicate balance.  Yard waste can: 

 Smother and kill native vegetation 

 Introduce invasive non-native seed sources, pests, and 

chemicals 

 Take years to decompose 

 Produce excess heat; wreaking havoc on the ecosystem 

For more information on invasive non-native plants come 

to one of our stewardship workdays (see page 10). 

Besides being unsightly and encouraging others to dump, 

dumping on park property is illegal and subject to fines 

(Twp. Ord. 38A Section 1 Article 03.02.19). 

So what to do with it?  Compost it in your own yard, use 

evergreen prunings to protect flower beds from harsh 

weather, or look for landfills that accept yard wastes. 

Dogs In The Parks 

A dog may well be a man’s – and woman’s best 

friend, but off-leash dogs in public parks can pose 

several problems; especially near playgrounds and 

areas of high public usage.  Other park users may be 

frightened when a friendly tail-wagging, wet-nosed 

dog jumps up to greet them.  When visiting the parks 

with your dog, please follow our Township Park 

rules: 

Keep your dog leashed 

Clean up after your dog 

Clean-up bag dispensers are located at Bear Creek 

Nature Park near the Snell Road parking lot and at the 

Township Hall trailhead.  Dog excrement is both 

unpleasant and can spread disease to humans and 

wildlife. 

Many species of viewable wildlife decline along the 

trail edges when dogs explore the brush. Off-leash 

dogs prevent turkey and other birds from ground 

nesting, may discover and harm fawns (a natural 

instinct), and push mammals further into the 

woodlands, thus decreasing the park experience for 

all visitors. 

 
A shout out to all the inspiring volunteers helping  

make things happen in the parks! 

Colleen Barkham, Dave Mackley, Cam Mannino, Matt Peklo, Angie Fox, Will 

Johnson, Sreenivas Vedula, Karla Brown, Eric Brown, Colton Brown, 

Mackenzie Brown, Oakland Township Fire Department, Oakland Township 

Hungry Howie’s, Heartfelt Impressions, Rhonda Meyers, Amy Maxwell, 

Robin, Wendy, Jessie, Debbie VanderWeide. 
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Six Rivers Adventure League Ramps Up for Summer 

  Six Rivers Land Conservancy is gearing up and getting out in Nature Near You! Join us as we hike, bike, and 

kayak over the beautiful trails and rivers of southeast Michigan. We welcome all ages and abilities on our 

weekly treks. Hikes and bikes are free, kayak events are $10 plus rental costs. 

We hope to see our Oakland Township neighbors out and about! 

  Our first event will be a hike at Highland Recreation Area on Wednesday, 

May 20th. Adventure League details can be found at www.sixriversrlc.org or 

by contacting Betsy Jagosz at bjagosz@sixriversrlc.org / 248-601-2816. 

  The mission of Six Rivers Land Conservancy is to conserve, sustain, and 

connect natural areas, lands, and waters that make the places we live special. 

Paint Creek Trail News 

   Join us for our 5th Annual Paint Creek Crawl Cycling Event on National Trails Day, Saturday, June 6, 

2015!  Encompassing the entire trail, participants 16 and older will ride from Children’s Park in Lake Orion to 

Rochester and back for a box lunch and prize drawing.  Cyclists will compete in a “Poker Ride” - best hand at 

the end wins $250!  Grand Prize is a $500 local bike shop gift card.  Proceeds to fund trail improvements. 

Online Registration http://www.paintcreektrailfriends.org from April 15 - June 4, 2015. 

On-site Registration and check-in begins at 9:00am 

Start Time and Location:  9:30am at Children’s Park, 175 S. Broadway, Lake Orion. 

End Time and Location: Children’s Park at 12:00pm—1:00pm 

Cost:  $25 until May 23.  $30 thereafter, and on-site.  Box lunch included. 

~  To be guaranteed an event T-shirt, you must pre-register by May 23, 2015  ~ 

Sponsored by CJ’s Lakeside Grill, ITC, Meijer, 7:39’s Club, St. John Providence Hospital, Zale Group Wealth 

Management, Hollywood Markets, Paint Creek Bicycles, FAMS Printing, Goodison Veterinary Center, Rick and 

Maureen Thalmann, Flying Rhinos Cycling Club, Rochester Mills Beer Co, Paint Creek Cider Mill, Paint Creek 

Outfitters, Fieldstone Winery, Slow Spokes Bicycle Club, Flagstar Bank and Merial Pharmaceuticals. 

 

   Starting June 6, the Paint Creek Trailways Commission and Friends of the Paint Creek Trail will be rolling out 

their 2015 Trail Etiquette Program. We’ll be promoting some ideas along the trail in “Trail Courtesy 

Zones” to help make your visit a great experience!  In addition, while supplies last, we are distributing free bicy-

cle bells to cyclists! Some things we’d like to encourage along the trail: 

   Cyclists – Pass with care:  Stay to the right, pass on the left.  “Do the right thing – pass with a 

ring!”  Please announce with a verbal “on your left”, or ring a bike bell.  All trail users will appre-

ciate it! 

   Pedestrians and Cyclists – avoid spreading out:  Yes, it’s fun to walk, ride, or run the trail in a 

group.  But please don’t block the width of the trail.  Stay to the right, and watch your surroundings – a cyclist 

may be trying to pass you on the left (with an announcement, or bell of course!). Cyclists and pedestrians must 

both yield to horses on the trail. 

   Mind your Dog:  Dogs are allowed on the Paint Creek Trail, but must be kept under control and leashed at all 

times.  We love to let our dogs run too – but we don’t want them getting run over by a bicycle (and getting 

hurt!), or causing a collision.  Dog waste must be picked up.  If you forget your bags, we have Dog Waste Bag 

dispensers conveniently located along the trail.  Please help keep the trail clean! 

   If you are interested in a free bicycle bell, visit our Trail Bike Safety table at June 6th’s Crawl or contact the 

Trail office at manager@paintcreektrail.org or 248-651-9260.  Trail Courtesy – It’s easy to Achieve! 

http://www.sixriversrlc.org
mailto:bjagosz@sixriversrlc.org
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All Oakland Township Parks Maps are available on the Parks and Recreation 

pages of the Oakland Township website:  www.oaklandtownship.org. 

If you have questions or would like more information  

call us at (248)651-7810. 

Bear Creek Nature Park offers 107 acres of glacially-carved hills and vernal ponds.  

A perfect place for a family stroll and nature observation!  The park comes alive 

with music on Fridays, June 12th and August 28th! (page 3) Sign yourself up for 

Bird Walks (page 10), Bird Calls or Tai Chi, or the preschoolers for Sticks & Stones 

(pages 4 & 5). 

Lost Lake Nature Park becomes a summer showcase for dragonfly, butterfly and 

bird watching (page 10).  Watch for them while practicing Yoga (page 8).  

Fishing from the dock is allowed with a current state fishing license, or you can 

sign up for our Free Fishing Day program (no license required) on Saturday, 

June 13th. (page 4).  Explore Lost Lake with us in July (page 6) or with your 

friends in one of our rentals (page 7). 

Charles Ilsley Park’s  120 acres of farmland and hardwoods with hidden springs and 

vernal ponds is the perfect location for hiking, mountain biking and horseback riding.  

Check out our Discovery Backpack and visit on your own to challenge yourself to a 

nature exploration hike!  USFWS Partner Prairie Restoration sites are in the 5-acre 

north-central field and the 13 acre eastern field.  Volunteer to help prepare these 

fields for planting the prairie this fall (page 10)! 

Dogs are welcome when they are leashed and cleaned up after! 

Draper Twin Lake Park  features 90 acres of meadows, wetlands, woodlands, and 

Twin Lake!  Park in the gravel lot at 1015 Inwood to access the dock - don’t forget 

your fishing pole!  Sign up for our Free Fishing Day program on Sunday, June 14

(page 4), or for lake exploration by kayak in August (page 7).  The 1181 Inwood entry 

provides access to the eastern park trails where you just may be lucky enough to spot 

foraging Sandhill Cranes! Volunteer with us to prepare the NE field for planting the 

prairie this fall (page 10)! 

Cranberry Lake Park’s  trails roam through meadows, vernal ponds and hardwoods, 

offering the perfect setting for both dragonfly watching and bird watching (page 10).  

Learn about hummingbird and butterfly gardening with us on August 9 (page 4). The 

Cranberry Lake Farm Historic District is the perfect venue for our July concert (See 

page 3) and HDC’s square dances (page 13)! 

Summer Fun in Oakland Township Parks! 

Horses are welcome in the Oakland Township Parks.  Please remember to be 

considerate of other park users.  Keep horses off developed lawn and field areas 

at all times and off limestone trails when soils are saturated in the spring. 



Parks and Recreation Director Mindy Milos-Dale 
Administrative Assistant Carol Kasprzak 
Clerical Assistant  Deb Gallo 
Recreation Manager  Becky McLogan 
Maintenance Foreman  Doug Caruso 
Natural Areas Stewardship Manager 
     Dr. Ben VanderWeide 
Maintenance, Recreation and Natural Areas Staff 
 Jeff Johnson, Clif Selent, Lou Danek,  
 Robert Zbytowski, James Tweedie, Charles Beach 
Recreation Program Assistant Mary McClain 
Seasonal Land Stewardship Technicians 
    Weston Hillier, Andrea Najarian, David Vecillio 
Seasonal Outreach  Zachary Peklo 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Staff 

The Parks & Recreation Commission meets at 

7 pm on the second Wednesday of every 

month in the Township Hall Boardroom. 

Normal office hours are from 8am to 4:30pm 

Monday through Friday. Due to limited staff 

size and field work requirements, we 

recommend calling (248) 651-7810 before you 

stop by. Park permits, maps and descriptions 

are available at the park office. 

Andy Zale, Chairman 

Alice Tomboulian, Vice Chairperson 

Roger Schmidt, Treasurer 

Colleen Barkham, Secretary 

Dave Mackley, Commissioner 

Joe Peruzzi, Commissioner 

Ann Marie Rogers, Commissioner 

Commission Meetings 

Oakland Township Park Rules are enforced by the Oakland 

County Sheriff’s Office. 

FOR EMERGENCIES CALL 911 

If you have information or questions concerning a reported 

crime or accident, call the substation at 248-652-4617 

Monday-Friday, 8 am-4 pm.  All other calls please use 

dispatch at 248-858-4950. 

Parks and Recreation Commission 

Charter Township of Oakland 

4393 Collins Road 

Rochester, MI  48306-1670 
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